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MALAYSI A' S FOREI GN POLI CY DEPENDS ON | TS | NTEREST, SAYS SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 12 (Bernama) -- Malaysia' s foreign policy in the next
m || enni um depends on its donmestic policy and its approach nust be based on
its interest as a nation, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said
t oday.

He said that the country's foreign policy al so depended on its concern
in ensuring the strength of countries in the region and regional bodies.

"This is because through regi onal bodies, our voices and positions as a
grouping are stronger for us to face the chall enges when approachi ng the
new m |l ennium relying on cohesiveness and solidarity, and strength of the
countries in Asean," he said.

Syed Ham d said this when net by reporters after delivering a |l ecture
on "Malaysia's International Direction In The Next MIIlennium, at the
National Institute of Public Administration, in Bukit Kiara, here.

The foreign minister said that Asean exist not only as a politica
groupi ng but al so an econoni c grouping, cooperating in the fields of trade
and i nvest ment .

Syed Hami d, el aborating on his speech, said that Malaysia's rel ations
with other continents and the stand of other countries and bodies on the
i ssue of globalisation should be seen in a wi der perspective, as the issue
shoul d not be used as a neans to doni nate.

"W want to make sure that even though we accept globalisation, it
shoul d not be used as a nmeans to dom nate snmall countries or devel opi ng
countries,"” he said.

He said that input from devel opi ng countries should al so be taken into
account to ensure just and fair participation.

"The best way to ensure justice and fairness in this challenging world
is to ensure the strength of regional groupings |like Asean, G 15, G77," he
sai d.

In his speech, Syed Hamid said that his task of forecasting the future
of Malaysia's policy was relatively easy because Mal aysia' s nationa
direction had in fact been enunciated by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in Vi si on 2020.

Syed Hanmi d said that Malaysia al so wants reforns in the United Nations
set up in 1948 with nmenbership of only some 50 countries conpared with 185
countries at present.

He said that the position and chall enges of the UN now and when it was
set up were different and shoul d be adapted in keeping with the tines.

Syed Hami d said that Ml aysia also wants reforns in the world financi al
system

He added that the foreign policy, fornmulated at this tine, was clearer
to enabl e the country's nission to play an effective role.
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