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Mahat hi r - Congr ess
MALAYS TOLD TO STRENGTHEN ECONOM C POSI TI ON TO FACE GLOBALI SATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad says that the Mal ays shoul d strengthen their econom c
position in facing the chall enges of gl obalisation.

He said that the Ml ays shoul d not be apathetic and depend on others to
seek solutions for them

"What nore, to fully endorse recipes for recovery attenpted to be
i nposed on us by foreign powers,” he said in his nessage in the souvenir
programe of the Fourth Bum putera Econom ¢ Congress opened by himat the
Putra Worl d Trade Centre, here, today.

Dr Mahathir said that the Mal ays shoul d think of strategies and
programes to overcone probl ens besetting themat present.

In fact, he said, they should direct their focus up to the year 2020
and even beyond, until the end of the new m || enni um

Dr Mahathir said that a great chall enge unexpected when Vision 2020 was
vi sual i sed was the chall enge of globalisation and |iberalisation in the
wor | d.

Even though gl obal i sation brings nmany good prom ses, he said, there
were al so many hi dden negative el enents.

He said that it was the effects of these negative el enments of
gl obal i sation, through foreign specul ative activities and mani pul ati on on
currenci es and the stock markets which caused econonic crisis in countries
of East Asia and Asean.

"Mal aysi a was not unaffected, hit hard by the inpact of this crisis,"
he sai d.

The two-day congress thened "Chall enges of the New M I I ennium is ainmed
at, anmong other things, to assess the performance and achi evenents of
Bum put eras since the New Economic Policy was i npl enented and to set a
direction and draw up a short-termand | ong-termaction plan for the
devel opnment of Bumi put er as.
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