28 MAY 1999
Tuni si a- Mal aysi a
MALAYSI A TO BE ROLE MODEL FOR TUNI SI A

KUALA LUMPUR, May 28 (Bernane) -- Taking Malaysia as its rol e nodel
Tunisia, a country lying at the nmeeting point of the eastern and western
Medi terranean, is inviting Malaysian conpanies to invest in its boom ng
tourismand el ectronics industries.

Tuni sian Foreign Mnister Said Ben Mistapha sai d Mal aysi an conpani es
could al so grab the vast opportunities in his country's agro-busi ness and
infrastructure sectors.

Speaking to reporters after calling on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad here today, Mistapha said there were al so anpl e
opportunities for Tunisian firnms in Mal aysia, especially in the field of
agriculture.

"Both countries have many potentials for investors," he said.

Must apha arrived on Wednesday for a three-day official visit at the
invitation of his Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

He is accomnpani ed by an ei ght - nenber del egation conprising officials
fromthe Tunisian Foreign Mnistry, Trade and International Cooperation
M ni stry and Foreign Investment Mnistry.

Trade between Tunisia and Mal aysia totalled RML10 million and it was in
Tunisia's favour | ast year

Tunisia's foreign trade in 1998 saw its exports of electrical and
mechani cal products increase by 25.7 per cent while exports of textile
i nched up by 10 per cent.

The country's exports advanced by 6.2 per cent |ast year.

Inflation, meanwhile, was at 3.1 per cent in 1998, the | owest rate
regi stered since 1972.

"I admre Mal aysia's remarkabl e performance and Tuni sia hopes to
enul ate Mal aysi a's success in devel opment . "

He said there was a need to strengthen bilateral ties and economc
cooperation.

"The present econom c cooperation is bel ow the actual potential |evel,"
he sai d.

Must apha sai d the Tuni si a- Mal aysi a Joi nt Comm ssion woul d nmeet soon to
realise the potentials of the two countries.
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