17/ 02/ 1999

Mal aysi ans cel ebrate at open house gat heri ngs

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Chi nese conmunity ushered in the Year of the
Rabbit with the fervent hope that the newyear will bring good fortune,
particularly in efforts tolift the econonic fog.

If there was an econom c recession, it didn't showon the faces of the
Mal aysi ans who happily made a beeline to the many open house functi ons
traditionally held at the nation's capital.

I n Kual a Lunpur, there were two main open houses - one hosted by the MCA
and the other by the Gerakan, an annual ritual that has been on for
decades.

And at both open houses was guest-of-honour Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad with his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali .

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and his wi fe
Datin Seri Endon Mahnood and ot her Cabinet M nisters and dignitaries al so
made t heir rounds.

Abdul | ah and Endon arrived first at Wsma MCA, foll owed by the Prine
Mnister and his wife, all received by MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik and his wife Datin Seri Ena Ling.

The Prime M nister and the other dignitaries were greeted by Chi nese
cultural dancers performng to the tune of Mal ay songs.

Over at the Gerakan open house held at Menara PGRMin Cheras, thousands
were greeted by Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k and his
deputy Dat uk Kerk Choo Ting.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah al so attended a Chi nese New Year | unch
host ed by the Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng
Di ng at the Parkroyal Hotel.

In Mal acca, well-w shers thronged the hone of State MCA chief Datuk Wra
Gan Boon Leong who hel d an open house at Jal an Kubu.

Anong the dignitaries who turned up were the Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Syed Ahmad Shahabuddi n and hi s consort Toh Puan Marfuza Shei kh Gsman, and
Chi ef M nister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin and his wife Datin Seri Khadijah
Ji ddi .

I n Kota Baru, 300 guests attended t he open house hosted by Kota Lama
Assenbl yman Leong Sue Siang at his residence at Lorong Sri Cenerl ang.

In Serenban, 1,000 people attended the State MCA open house at the
Ser enban Muni ci pal Council hall.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohanmad | sa Samad and his wi fe Puan Seri Hazi zah
Tum n graced the occasion and were entertained to traditional Chinese
songs and dances.

Anong t hose present were State MCA chi ef Datuk Wng See Wah, Serenban
Menber of Parliament Datuk Hon Choon Kim and State Executive Councillors
Dat uk Dr Yeow Chai Thi amand Dat uk Goh Si ow Huat.

I n Penang, 10, 000 t hronged Runah Tet amu al ong Jal an Macal i ster to wi sh
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon "Gong Xi Fa Cai".

Quests including Yang di -Pertua Negeri Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir, his wife
Toh Puan Siti Zai nab Baharuddi n, Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mohd Shariff
Omar, other Barisan National | eaders, Penang resi dents and visitors were
recei ved by Koh and his wife Puan Sri Chui Kah Peng and their children Yu
Cheng and Yu Jun.

Penang | sl and Muni ci pal Council president Dr Teng Hock Nan was al so kept
on his feet this norning receiving over 3,000 guests at his Jal an Park
hone.



In Alor Star, although many were optim stic that the Year of the Rabbit
woul d be an i nprovenent on the previous year, nost Chinese fanmilies
cel ebrated on a noderate scale.

In Kota Kinabalu, the State capital was quiet, with only a few busi ness
premni ses open.

Most political parties and | eaders wi Il host open houses tonorrow, anbng
t hem Sabah Progressive Party president Datuk Yong Teck Lee at the Likas
Sports conpl ex.

I n Kuchi ng, thousands thronged the Padungan Comunity Centre where
Sarawak United People's Party | eaders held a joint open house.

The open house was hosted by State Assenbly Speaker and MP for Bandar
Kuchi ng Datuk Song Swee Guan, Parlianentary Secretary to the Wrks
M ni stry Yong Khoon Seng, Assistant Mnister inthe Chief Mnister's
Ofice Alfred Yap Chin Loi and Kuching South Gty Council mayor and State
Assenbl yman for Batu Lintang Chan Seng Khai .

Among those present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud,
Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Al fred Jabu, Mnister of I|ndustrial
Devel oprent Dat uk Abang Johari Tun Abang Openg, M nister of Agriculture
and Food | ndustries Dat uk Adenan Satemand Federal Agriculture Mnister
Dat uk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud.

In | poh, the Year of the Rabbit was ushered in noderately but with no
open houses hel d by di gnitaries, shoppi nhg conpl exes and recreational parks
were the favourite places to visit.

I n Kuantan, 2,000 people, including Deputy Mnister in the Prinme
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman, attended Pahang State
Local Governnent and Consuner Affairs conmittee chairnman Datuk Kan Tong
Leong' s open house.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob, Deputy
Ment eri Besar Dat uk Hasan Arifin, Kuantan Minici pal Council president
Dat uk Mohamad Sai b, State Rural Devel oprment conmittee chai rnman Dat uk Orar
O hman and Pahang Pol i ce Chi ef Datuk Syed Abdul Rahman Syed Abdul Kadir.

In Kangar, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimand his wife
Datin Seri Shansi ah Mohd Yassi n were anong t he wel | -wi shers who visited
St at e Executive Councill or Khor Liang Tee and Perlis MCA chai rman Loh Yoon
Foo.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahmad was anong
the 2,000 who vi sited State Executive Councillor for the Environment,
Heal t h and Consuner Affairs Wng Foon at Dewan Tunku Abdul Rahnan.
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