26/ 08/ 1999
Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a agree to strengthen bilateral ties

Ram an Said; Anis Kanmil

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Continuing their dialogue after their first neeting in
Bat am I ndonesia, in May, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and | ndonesi an
Presi dent B.J. Habi bi e today reached further agreenent on i nproving

bil ateral relations.

One of these was to work out a nore orderly entry of |Indonesian workers
into the country, the Prime Mnister said, adding that this would al so
i nvol ve skilled workers.

Speaking at a joint Press conference after a two-hour neeting at the
Prime M nister's Departnment here, Dr Mahat hir and Habi bi e af fi rmed t hat
rel ati ons between the two countries had been strengthened i n the areas of
technol ogy, culture and the econonmny.

Habi bi e arrived at 9amat the Kual a Lunpur International Airport for a
short working visit. Soon after arrival, Habi bi e was granted an audi ence
with the Yang di - Pertuan Agong at |stana Negara.

He later had lunch with Dr Mahathir at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses.

After their four-eyed neeting, the two | eaders were joi ned by several
m ni sters for nore discussions on bilateral matters. Mal aysi an m ni sters
inthe talk included First Finance M ni ster Tun Dai mZai nuddi n, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, International Trade and I ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Defence M ni ster Dat uk Abang Abu Bakar
Must apha and M nister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Taj ol
Rosli Ghazali .

The I ndonesi an del egati on conprised five nministers - G nandjar
Kart asasm ta ( Econony, Finance and I ndustry), Ali Al atas (Foreign), Arned
Forces chief Tan Sri Jeneral Wranto (Defence and Security), Rahardi
Ranel an (Trade and | ndustry) and Miul adi (Justice).

The | eaders fielded many questions froma big Press corp, which al so
conprised | ndonesi an j ournal i sts acconpanyi ng t he Presi dent.

Dr Mahat hir said the tal ks reached general agreement on several nmatters
rai sed whil e Habi bie said the tal ks were ai med at i nproving co-operation.
He said the tal ks were "efficient and good".

Dr Mahat hir was even asked by an I ndonesi an journal i st when he was goi ng
to call the general election.

To this, the Prime Mnister replied that he had yet to deci de on the
matter.

When the journalist alluded to earlier runmours that Dr Mahathir woul d
announce t he di ssol ution of Parlianment after his recent visit to China, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"This is speculation ... everyone has the right to speculate ... like
when | cane back from China there shoul d be an el ecti on because Tun Razak
(Mal aysi a's second Prine M nister) came back fromChina and call ed the
el ection.”

On whet her the neeting touched on cl ai s that governnent docunments were
purportedl y stashed overseas by sacked Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim Dr Mahathir said this was not raised.

"This is Malaysia's internal affair. W do not discuss each other's
donestic affairs," he said.

To a question fromanot her I ndonesi an journalist on whether it was true
that Mal aysi a was harbouri ng menbers of the Free Aceh Movenent, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d t he Governnent did not support the novenent al t hough t here
wer e Acehnese refugees in the country.



"W do not support or give themthe freedomto do things detrinental to
| ndonesi a.

"Mal aysi a does not support any attenpt to secede parts of any country
because i f we do so, others mght also do the same thing to us later."

When a foreign journalist asked Habi bi e to expl ai n whet her t he presence
of I ndonesian Armed Forces chief Jen Wranto was connected to the Aceh
i ssue, the president said this was not unusual because of Wranto's
position.

To a question by another foreign wire service correspondent on his
current stand on Anwar who is serving a six-year jail termafter being
found guilty of corruption, Habibie said the matter should be I eft to be
resol ved according to Mal aysi a' s own procedures.

"I have nothing to say. | don't knowthe facts of case ... | have so
much to do in my country and | canme here for the purpose of strengthening
relations."”

Habi bie | eft for Jakarta at 7.30pm
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