07 APR 1999
Mahat hi r - Val ues
MALAYSI A WANTS TO MAI NTAI N ASI AN VALUE SYSTEM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia wants to nmaintain the Asian
val ue system and focus on good educati on despite striving to becone a fully
devel oped country by the year 2020, said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He said Mal aysia has its own definition of being developed and it was
not the same as Western definition.

"W want to have the same wealth, sane technical capabilities, skills
i n managenment and admini stration as other devel oped countries. But at the
sane time, we want to nmaintain our Asian val ue systemand good educati on as
this helps us to have a conmon objective, to have faith in our ability," he
sai d.

In his article in Japan's Mainichi Daily News yesterday, Dr Mhathir
said that a Mal aysi an was now attenpting to sail around the gl obe by
hi nsel f and the people were thrilled with his adventure every day.

"They feel a sense of pride, which is good for the nation," he said,
referring to Azhar Mansor who is attenpting to be the first person to sai
sol o around the worl d non-stop on a new east-west-east route.

Dr Mahathir's article in the newspaper's Qpinion/ Anal ysis page entitled
"Dr Mahathir's Wrld Anal ysis" is published on the first Monday of each
month in both its Japanese and English editions as well as through the
I nternet.

Dr Mahat hir however said that Mal aysia al so have problens just |ike the
devel oped countries, such as the "l epak” syndrone whi ch neans young peopl e
roam ng around ai m essly, doing nothing, but just watching peopl e passing
by.

He said as the country progresses, such things were bound to happen and
what was inportant was to keep the youth continuously excited and active.

Dr Mahathir said noving goals was one way of doing this.

"If you achi eve one goal, make another one. Wen you think there is
not hing nore to achieve, you will die spritually. It is necessary to be
chasing after a target to be alive and excited," he said.

He said he was worried that the Ml aysi ans do not want to do hard work
and instead give themto the foreigners.

"For exanple, sonme say that if Indonesians work in our plantations, we
can pay less to them But once you allow that to happen, eventually they
will take over. W will be so dependant on themthat we cannot do anything
oursel ves," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said he believed in the inportance of famly val ues,

i ncludi ng the extended famly.

"Fam |y gives a reason for living. | cannot inagine a person w thout a
famly. Family sort of anchors you to life. O herwise, you will be floating
wi t hout any base," he said.

The prime minister said his fam|ly was very inportant to him

"I like the office to be near nmy house, so that | can be close to ny
famly. It takes ne only five mnutes to go hone, so | always have | unch
there," he said.

He said his children are grown-ups now and have separate honmes but they
still get together quite often.

Dr Mahathir said that his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohanmed Ali
is a good partner and gives himfull support.
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