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MALAYSI A DENI ES SEEKI NG HELP TO FOSTER TI ES W TH | SRAEL

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 7 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia today denied a foreign
magazi ne report that Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has asked | ndonesi an
Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahid "to help foster closer Malaysian ties with
I srael".

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the Prime Mnister
had never asked for assistance fromthe | ndonesian president or anybody
el se on the issue.

"I ndeed the issue of Mal aysia establishing relations with |srael was
never raised by the Prime Mnister of Malaysia with President Abdurrahman
Wahid during the latter's visit to Malaysia from6 to 7 Novernber 1999.

"Ml aysi a takes strong objection to the remarks nmade by the President
if the report is true," he told reporters at Wsma Putra here.

He was referring to a report in Far Eastern Econom c Review s
intelligence colum of its Dec 9 issue which said the Prine Mnister had
asked Abdurrahman "to nmedi ate" and "help foster closer Ml aysian ties with
I srael .

Syed Hamid reiterated that Mal aysia's position towards |srael renmai ned
firmand the question of third party intervention did not ari se.

"Mal aysia will not establish diplomatic or informal relations with
I srael until and unl ess a conprehensive solution to the M ddl e East probl em
is achi eved," he said.

He said if indeed Abdurrahnan had nade the statement, then Ml aysia
took strong objection to it because Ml aysi a had never at any time said
anything to that effect.

He said the mnistry had called the Indonesian Charge d' affaires and
expressed regret over the report.

The Mal aysi an anbassador in Jakarta has been told to call upon the
| ndonesi an Foreign Mnister to convey Mal aysi a's stand.

Asked about another statenment reportedly nmade by Abdurrahman that
Mal aysi an | eaders spent a lot of tine on golf courses, Syed Hamid said the
I ndonesi an president had clarified that his remark was m sinterpreted.

Syed Hanmi d sai d Abdurrahman told himso when they net in Manil a
recently.

"I think he has got a right to speak what he thinks is right or wong
but when it involves another country it is our duty to make sure our public
is well informed and not msled by any statenment made in a foreign
country," he said.

Syed Hanid also said the ministry had sent a note to all foreign
m ssions in the country inform ng themthat Ml aysia took strong exception
to foreign nmissions providing noral and financial support to |ocal
political parties and non-governnental organi sations associated with the
parties.

"W consider this type of activities as unacceptable and an act of
interference in Malaysia's domestic affairs," he said.
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