17 NOV 1999
Sports-Golf (Dr Mahathir)
MALAYSI A TO DEVELOP GOLF- RELATED TOURI SM DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d tonight the governnment is keen to develop golf-related tourism
as part of its policy of expanding the tourist sector since it is one of
the nost inportant contributors to foreign exchange earni ngs.

He said tourists were greatly attracted to the
beautiful l y-1andscaped-greenery of the golf courses and the holiday resorts
whi ch were usual ly devel oped together in Ml aysi a.

"Col fers and tourists can find both acconmpdati on and gol fi ng
facilities in an attractive surrounding and will be able to savour the
culinary and cultural heritage of Ml aysia," he said when opening the Wrld
Cup Golf Malaysia '99 (WG Mal aysia '99) at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses
at the Mnes Resort City, here.

Si xty-four golfers from32 countries are taking part in the four-day
conpetition

The players include world nunber one Tiger Whods of the United States.

Dr Mahat hir qui pped: "Malaysia is currently a very inexpensive
destination for tourists, thanks to the deval uati on of the Ml aysi an
currency."

The Prime M nister praised the organising comittee of the WCG Mal aysi a
'99 for adopting a special theme "Go For The G een".

"It is nost befitting the greenery of Ml aysian tropical rainforest and
the i nportance of environment preservation."”

The theme was nost consistent with sustainabl e devel opnent, a principle
whi ch Mal aysi a has al ways adhered to, he added.

Dr Mahat hir hoped the tourists who were here for the tournanent woul d
take time off to see the rest of Malaysia and its cultural diversity and at
the sane time experience Mal aysi an hospitality.

"I"'mnot a golfer but I do encourage golfing because | |ike the green
of the golf courses, | hope everyone including M Tiger Wods and ot her
famous golfers will enjoy this conpetition and your brief stay in
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was set to establishing itself as a golfing
paradi se in the region.

Currently there are nore than 200 gol f courses in Ml aysi a.
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