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Mahat hir-Uni versity
MALAYSI A EMBARKS ON RADI CAL CHANGE OF | TS EDUCATI ONAL QUTLOOK

CYBERJAYA, July 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi a has enbarked on a radica
change of its educational outlook so as to harness the full power of
technol ogy and intellectual capital to bring about sustained growth, Prime
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d today.

He said the process had already started at the grass root level with
the introduction of Smart Schools which is one of the Miltimnmedia Super
Corridor (MSC) flagship applications.

"We nmust now extend this upwards into tertiary education with the MW
as the vanguard of our initiative," he said at the opening of the
Mul ti medi a University (MW) here today.

As such, Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's investnment in the MVJ was
necessary both because of the need to catal yse change in its education
systemand al so to create econom ¢ benefits.

The MMU built on a 80-hectare site at a cost of RM350 million, is the
intellectual nerve centre of Cyberjaya which is one of the two intelligent
cities in the MSC

The MSC is a 750sq km zone south of Kual a Lunpur designated as a hub
for the devel opnent of mnultinmedia products and services. Cyberjaya was
| aunched yesterday by Dr Mahathir.

The | aunchi ng today was al so witnessed by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , cabi net ministers and nenmbers of the MSC
I nternational Advisory Panel (l1AP) who are here to attend the 1AP's third
annual neeting whi ch began yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said becoming a | earned society neant that Malaysia had to
make a conscious effort to elinmnate cultural or societal barriers that had
served as a stunbling block for innovative thinking and pursuits in the
past .

"Only then will we be able to develop the intellectual capital and
achi eve the conpetitive edge needed to conpete in the next mllennium?"

He said i nnovati on al one was not enough as there was a need to produce
i ndi vidual s who are able to | everage on intellectual capital in order to
move fromconcept to explicit knowl edge and producti on of next generation
products and servi ces.

The MMJ, said the Prime Mnister, was not an ordinary university since
it would becone the cultural heart and intellectual nerve centre of the
| earned society to be created within the Cyberjaya conmmunity.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident the MMJ havi ng been built on a strong
foundation would allowit to be at the forefront of Malaysia's effort in
devel opi ng a know edgeabl e soci ety.

As it is one of the first of its kind, its path would be a short cut to
t he devel opment of a world class institution that is able to neet the
changi ng needs of the new Digital Age.

"I amglad to note that the MMJ is already involved in collaborative
efforts with nore than 60 conpanies with cutting edge technol ogi es,

i ncluding NTT, Alcatel and Lucent Technol ogi es," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the MMJ was designed to spawn creative ideas and
technopreneurs -- very nmuch like the role that Stanford University plays in
the success of Silicon Valley.

It's opening signifies the readiness and capability of the MSC to
generate a critical mass of quality know edge workers for the MSC stat us
conpani es.



He hoped the MMJ woul d one day becone a | eading centre for know edge
for the Digital Age.

Mal aysi a encouraged institutions even those using foreign | anguages as
the medi um of instruction to be based at the university.

The MMJ s pi oneer batch consists of 600 students at the "Al pha" |evel
and 2,800 students at the "Beta" | evel progranme. It is projected to have
about 6, 000 students by 2002.

The students are taking up various courses including engineering,

t el ecommuni cations, information technol ogy and nanagenent .
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