15 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - For nul a
MALAYSI A FORMJULA CONTEST OFFERS RVM2.4 M LLION I N PRI ZE MONEY

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday simul taneously | aunched the "Fornul a Mal aysi a" canpai gn,
ai med at enhancing i ntegrati on anong Mal aysi ans, and a contest for al
citizens which offers nore than RM2. 4 million in prize noney.

The canpaign, to usher the newmllennium is the initiative of the
country's corporate sector.

The launch, held at Dataran Putra here and al so wi tnessed by nenbers of
t he Cabi net preceded the Cabinet's weekly neeting today chaired by Dr
Mahat hi r.

Approached by reporters | ater, KUB Mal aysi a Berhad chi ef executive
of fi cer Datuk Hassan Harun sai d Mal aysi ans coul d express views on the
country's acconplishments through the various essay-witing, painting,
phot ogr aphy, song-writing and web-page desi gni ng contests in conjunction
with the canpaign.

Conpani es involved in the canpaign include Edaran G onobil Bhd, YTL
Cor poration Bhd, Sungei Way Group, Southern Bank Bhd, MRCB, Sapura G oup of
Conpani es and Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd.

Hassan, who spoke on behal f of the other corporate | eaders, said each
category of the various contests offers RML50, 000 cash as the first prize
RMLOO, 000 t he second and RMBO, 000 t he third.

One hundred consol ation prizes of RML, 000 each are al so set aside per
cat egory.

Accordi ng to Hassan, the various contests would run over three nonths
until Nov 15 and Dr Mahathir is scheduled to give away the prizes on Dec
31.

"We are holding these contests to deepen Ml aysi ans awar eness and
appreciation of the country's achi evements based on the uni que reci pe for
success applied over the years since i ndependence,” he said.

Hassan said each entry will be verified by M DF Corporate and
Consul tancy Services Sdb Bhd, a share issuing house, to ensure
transpar ency.

He assured contestants that judging of their entries would be handl ed
by a panel of national experts in the various fields.

Al'l Mal aysi ans can take part and contest entry fornms woul d be avail abl e
in all local newspapers from Sept 18, he said.

Hassan said each entry should contain el enments of;

* gratitude for the country's stability and prosperity;

* stoking of the "Mal aysia Bol eh" spirit; and

* enhanced under st andi ng of national history.

The country's corporate sector had contributed altogether RW nillion
to the Formula Mal aysia fund to nmake the canpai gn a success, Harun said.

The fund woul d be a boon for those intending to enbark on activities
that would bring glory to Mal aysia such as Datuk Azhar Mansor's feat to be
the first mariner to sail round the world on an east-to-west route and the
Read brothers' trek to the North Pol e.
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