13 DEC 1999
Kuan Yew Mal aysi a
MALAYSI A WON' T GO FUNDAMENTALI ST, SAYS LEE KUAN YEW

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bername) -- Singapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan
Yew said it is unlikely that Malaysia will becone fundanentalist given the
outconme of its recently-concluded general election

"No, | don't think so. It was a good election result for (Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri) Dr Mahat hir (Mhanmad)," he said during an interview
with CNBC Asia which was aired | ast night. A transcript of the interview
was nade avail abl e to Bernana.

The question stenmed fromthe fact that the opposition party PAS, which
is pushing for an Islamc state, has been able to west Terengganu fromthe
ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition while consolidating its grip on
nei ghbouri ng Kel ant an.

Lee was asked what he nmade of the results of the Nov 29 el ection and
whet her there was a danger of Ml aysia becom ng fundanentali st.

He said | ooking at the results, PAS could not win unless Ml aysia
becane Islamic and the things the party did since winning, |ike naking
Terengganu | slam c and wanting to tax non-Mislimentreprises, would just
scare secul ar groups.

"I mean not just Chinese and I ndians but Ml ays who want a nodern,
thriving and bustling Malaysia. So | do not think it's likely to go
fundanent al i st .

"There are certain pockets of it but | cannot inagi ne PAS w nni ng
Sabah, Sarawak and heavily popul ated, advanced, nore devel oped states on
t he West Coast or Johor," he said.

In the elections, the BN was returned to power with a two-thirds
majority. Dr Mahathir went on to announce his new Cabi net |ine-up on Dec

Lee described the prime mnister as a fighter who had fought very hard.

"Any other prinme mnister faced with that barrage of opposition and
i nternational nmedia downgradi ng himand witing himoff would have nelted
away, " he said.

Lee said Dr Mahat hir fought an aggressive canpai gn and knew where his
probl ens were as he spotlighted the four northern Malay heartland st ates.

"He won two, he lost two. So he expected that to be a battleground,” he
said. Lee was alluding to Kedah and Perlis where the BN was able to fend
of f the opposition's attenpts to capture them

He said Dr Mahathir had enbarked on the right strategy of consolidating
his |l egacy to Mal aysi a through his noderni st approach, as mrrored in the
prime mnister's penchant for science and technol ogy, getting Ml aysians to
support the Miultinedia Super Corridor project and his desire to break into
hi gh-tech and get the people to go along with him

"And | think nore inportant or nobst inportant of all for Ml aysia, his
secul ar phil osophy of governnment. He once told sonme Muslimdoctors that you
cannot examine a fermale patient by probing her with a pencil instead of
pal pati ng her.

"Now for a Muslimleader to say that, it needs courage and he has got
that," said the senior mnister.

When asked on his opinion whether Dr Mahathir would stick by his
statement that it would be his last five-year term Lee said: "I think he
must have at the back of his mind a plan to preserve his | egacy.

"I mean to conme to a stage when there is nothing nmore you can achieve
nmore inportant than to | eave behind a system a governnent, a society and



| eaders who can carry on your work."

He said Dr Mahathir had carried Malaysia thus far and it was his
(Lee's) belief that the Ml aysi an | eader nmust be "thinking very hard" how
to get ateamto carry it further

Lee said the issue of succession had becone a problemin Ml aysia as Dr
Mahat hir spent 17 years nurturing former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim

"He reposed conpl ete confidence in the man and nurtured himand |I know
many | eaders who have told ne that they were surprised when Anwar was
charged because Mahat hir hinself has said this is his successor.

"So, | think it was a very big setback, a big blow for both of them
But as | said at the time, | think it was a bigger blow for Mbhathir
because his succession plan broke down."

Anwar i s serving a six-year jail termafter he was found guilty of
abusing his power and is currently being tried for sodony.

Queried on the biggest regret of his career, Lee said being asked to
| eave Mal aysia was a very "big bl ow

"W invested so nmuch effort, so rmuch of our hopes and to have given up
inless than two years was painful," he said.

Si ngapore joined Malaysia in 1963 together with Sabah and Sarawak but
separated in 1965.
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