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Mal aysi ans keep faith in Barisan to | ead country

Zulkifli O hman

MALAYSI ANS have kept faith with Barisan Nasional to | ead the country into
the newm Il ennium even as the opposition coalition celebrates the
psychol ogi cal dent it caused to the ruling party's hold on power.

The gai ns nade by the hastily put-together Barisan Alternatif was

however hardly broad-based or even. Pas had a good outing, DAP a di smal
one, Keadilan did not get the wi de support it expected and Parti Rakyat
Mal aysi a was a no- show.

Pas delivered the seats and emerged with nore parlianmentary seats and

two state governnments, while DAP | ost its heavywei ghts LimKit Siang and
Kar pal Si ngh.

Pas decl ared a public holiday in Terengganu to cel ebrate its wn,
underscoring its new position in the driving seat of an opposition front.
Presenting an unprecedent ed uni ted oppositionthat ensured npbst contests
wer e one-on-one fights with Bari san Nasional, the opposition front's
uneven performance would likely alter the dynanmi cs of any future
cooperati on.

Banded together with little in conmon except their oppositionto the 18-
year rul e of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, DAP, Pas, Keadil an and PRM
had count ed on the support of young voters whose passi ons were stoked by
t he i ssue of the sacking of former deputy prinme ninister Datuk Seri Anwar
| br ahi m

Pas' win in Terengganu nmeans that it will speak with the wei ght of an
addi tional state governnent in any talks with its partners.

In contrast, DAP and Keadilan will bring at best mixed results to the
post-el ection negotiating table. DAP secretary general Limlost both the
Bukit Bendera parlianentary and t he Kebun Bunga state seats i n Penang and
Karpal Singh lost in Jelutong and Dat uk Keranat.

The biggest win for Keadilan is that of its president Datin Seri Dr Wan
Azi zah I smai |l who defeated forner deputy transport m ni ster Datuk | brahim
Saad i n Permat ang Pauh, a seat hel d by her husband Anwar for 16 years.
WAn Azi zah's victory proved i sol ated, however. Wth the exception of

Azm n Ali who won the Hul u Kel ang state seat, Keadil an nade al nbst no
headway. The party's one-di mensional rallying cry centred on the fate of
Anwar denonstrated that street passions do not translate into el ection
results and the party may well travel the sanme road as the now def unct
Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46.

Kel antan's voters are still behind Pas, voting in the fundanmental i st
party's candidates in all parlianentary seats won by its one-tine partner
Parti Semangat 46 in the previous general elections, with the exception of
G@ua Musang whi ch was successful | y def ended by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanezah.
Keadil an's reliance on feelings raised by the sacking of Anwar to win

vot es backfired and served only to split the Mal ay votes to the advant age
of Pas.

Pas had pl aced the issue of atotalitarian Islamc state in the
backburner in this el ection, while DAP has studi ously pretended that the
i ssue was not inportant.

However, Pas' nmandate to extend its Kel antan experinent of an Islamc
fundamental i st Governnment to Terengganu puts the spotlight back onits
avowed aimto create its own brand of Islanic state and howthat woul d sit
withits Barisan Alternatif partners. Limhad said that DAP's true stand
onthe Islamic state plan would only be revealed if the opposition w ns.



Its strong base i n Johor, Sabah and Sarawak provi di ng an unassail abl e
| ead, Barisan Nasional returned to power with a two-thirds majority in
Parliament intact. But the ruling coalitionw Il have to contend with a
nore spirited opposition enbol dened no doubt nowthat two state
governnents are in its canp.
The nunber of Umo mi ni sters anmong the casualties, including ninisters
inthe PMDepartnent Datuk Abdul Ham d O hman and Dat uk | brahi mAli,
Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, Domestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Juni d Megat Ayob, Rural Devel opnent
M ni st er Dat uk Annuar Miusa and Ent er preneur Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk
| brahi mJusoh was a backlash froma split in Malay votes.
DAP' s conspi cuous | ack of success indicated that non-Mal ay votes were
not swayed by rhetorics and the stability offered by a party that has
ruled for four decades renmins their choice.
The opposition coalition had clainmed it would forever change the face of
Mal aysi an politics by highlighting corruption, abuse of power and the | ack
of civil liberties, denpbcracy and press freedom
But judging fromits m xed results, Ml aysians have voted for stability,
peace, harnony and progress that BN has nurtured since the country's
| ndependence.
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