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MALAYSI A AND SI NGAPORE TO FOCUS ON LONG TERM BI LATERAL TI ES

By: Tham Choy Lin

SINGAPORE, July 12 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Singapore will place
priority on bilateral relationship for the long termand will not allow
tenmporary hiccups to jeopardise their |longstanding ties, said Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar.

"We will build on common factors rather than | ook at differences. W
want to build on the positives than be reactionary to short-term probl ens
that may occur fromtinme to tinme," he told newsnen.

Syed Hamid arrived here this norning for a two-day official visit, his
first since becoming foreign mnister. He called on Prime Mnister Goh Chok
Tong and al so net his counterpart S.Jayakumar.

Syed Hanmid said the two countries would continue to work to resolve a
package of outstanding bilateral issues but would not set a tine frane.

"W will find an agreenent but we are still a |long way fromone. The
cornerstone of the package is the water issue and once this is resol ved,
everything el se would fall into place,” he said.

Si ngapore i s seeking a new water agreenent from Mal aysia after the
expiry of existing contracts in 2011 and 2061.

The ot her issues in the package are;

* the | ocation of Ml aysian custons, inmigration and quarantine
facilities at the Tanjong Pagar train station here;

* the use of Mal aysian airspace by the republic's air force; and

* the pension savings of peninsular Ml aysi ans working in Singapore.

"W will not solve each individually or separately. So there will only
be an agreement if we can agree to all the contents of the package," he
sai d addi ng that both sides knew that it would not be an easy task.

Mal aysi an and Singapore officials have net three tinmes on the package
so far and are expected to neet again in August.

Syed Hamid said his neetings with Goh and Jayakumar were warm but they
did not discuss the controversy over the frozen Ml aysian shares formerly
traded over Singapore's Central-Limt-Oder-Book (O ob) exchange as it was
a private sector affair.

On recent accusations fromboth sides of the Causeway that the nedia of
the two countries were neddling in each other's internal affairs, Syed
Ham d said it was up to the nedia to understand and be sensitive to matters
pertaining foreign relations.

An editorial by Singapore's Business Tines questioning the tenure of
Mal aysia's Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad caused an outrage
whil e the Ml aysian nmedi a was sl ammed by Singapore for "distorted"” reports
on the redevel opnent of the Istana Kanpung d amhere into a Malay Heritage
Centre.

Syed Hanm d said as far as the Ml aysi an governnent was concer ned,
| stana Kampung G amwas not an issue and but it was a matter of public
i nterest because several of the famlies involved were Ml aysian citizens.

He said Singapore had responded because it considered the reports were
i naccur at e.

A Singapore Foreign Mnistry spokesman said Jayakumar and Syed Ham d
agreed that it was inportant that the "two foreign mnistries continue to
mai nt ai n channel s of conmuni cati on" to manage and resol ve any bil ateral
difficulties that occur fromtine to tine.

On the package of outstanding issues, the spokesman said the two
m nisters "agreed that both sides should try to narrow the gaps so as to



arrive at a wi n-wi n package deal ."

Jayakumar al so briefed Syed Ham d on the upcom ng Asean M nisteri al
Meeting to be held here later this nonth.

The m nisterial neeting would be followed by the Asean Regi onal Forum
and the Post M nisterial Conference.

VWil e here, Syed Ham d al so met and exchanged views wi th about 200
Mal aysi ans working in the republic.
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