21 JAN 1999
Hami d- Si ngapor e
MALAYSI A MAI NTAI NS Cl Q | SSUE SHOULD BE RESOLVED AS A PACKAGE

KUALA LUVPUR, Jan 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia today maintained its stand
that all outstanding i ssues with Singapore, including the dispute over the
Tanj ong Pagar Inm gration, be settled as a package as agreed on earlier by
both countri es.

Foreign M nister Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar said today the question of
Mal aysi a di sputing Singapore's sovereignty and the setting of
pre-conditions over the dispute did not arise.

"Qur positionis quite clear. It is not a question of Singapore giving
one nonth or two nonths or three nonths (to subnmit argunents),"” he told
reporters at his residence, here.

The nminister was referring to his Singapore counterpart S.Jayakunmar's
statement yesterday that Singapore had given Malaysia a nonth "fromthe end
of Rammdan" to produce its |egal argunents to operate its custons,
immgration and quarantine (C1Q facilities at the Tanjong Pagar rai
station in the republic.

Syed Hanmi d said Kuala Lunmpur's position on the dispute was in
accordance with the agreenent reached by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and hi s Singapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong during a
meeting on the sidelines of the Sixth Asean Sunmit in Hanoi, Vietnam | ast
nont h.

The two | eaders had agreed then that all bilateral issues, including
wat er supply to the republic, would be settled as a package.

The dispute over the CIQfacilities took a new tw st when Jayakumar
told the Singapore Parlianent yesterday that Ml aysia nust recogni se
Si ngapore's sovereignty over the Tanjong Pagar issue first before the two
countries could proceed to resolve all outstanding bilateral issues as a
package.

Jayakumar sai d Singapore had inforned Malaysia that if it did not
produce its legal argunments in one nonth, Singapore would assume that it no
| onger wi shed to pursue its legal claimto renmain at Tanj ong Pagar.

He sai d Singapore could not proceed to the negotiating table to resolve
t he package of outstanding i ssues agreed upon by the prinme mnisters of the
two countries last month without the acknow edgenent of Singapore's
sovereignty over the ClQ matter.

Jayakumar said Singapore's position was that Malaysia's CIQfacilities
in Tanj ong Pagar were not based on legal or extra-territorial rights but
were at the "l eave and consent of the Singapore governnent".

The Cl Q controversy broke out |ast August when Singapore shifted its
CQfacilities fromthe Tanjong Pagar station to its northern Wodl ands
checkpoint on Aug 1, while Malaysia's immgration continues to operate from
t here.

The rail service has been nmanaged by Ml aysia's KTM Berhad since it
began in the 1920s under British colonial rule.

Syed Hami d sai d Mal aysi a had never disputed Singapore's sovereignty.

"The fact that we are staying in that place (to operate our CIQin
Tanj ong Pagar) doesn't nean that we are having territorial claimover that
property. W have no cl ai mwhat soever on that property.

"W are not saying that Singapore has no sovereignty. It was never an
i ssue," he said.

He said Mal aysi a had been operating its ClQfacilities at Tanjong Pagar
according to Singapore laws. "In this case, the governnment of Ml aysi a has



been operating not now, but since the tine of the British,"” he said.

Syed Hanid said he woul d respond to Jayakumar's letter to himon the
i ssue but did not say whet her he woul d be neeting Jayakumar.

He said that as had been decided by the two countries, Mlaysian and
Si ngapore officials would di scuss the nmatter after Hari Raya.

"Let the officials sit down and resolve all the issues,” he said.

The minister also said that there was no need for the matter to be
referred to the International Court O Justice (1JC) in The Hague,

Net herlands, as it was not a territorial dispute.

Jayakumar was quoted as saying that the dispute could not be taken to
the 1 CJ "unl ess both governments agree".

Syed Ham d al so referred to Goh's statenent that all bilateral issues
shoul d be resolved in a manner that would result in a win-win situation for
both countries. "This is what we are trying to focus our position on," he
sai d.

"I want it to be understood that here, we want to nmove froma position
of confrontation between the two countries, to a position that we want to
find solutions," Syed Hanmi d added.
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