08/ 12/ 1999
Mal aysi a t akes strong exception

Ai non Mhd

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Wsma Putra may sunmon the I ndonesi an charge

d affaires to Mal aysi a soon to express the country's di spl easure and deep
regret over a statenment purportedly nade by I ndonesi an Presi dent

Abdur rahman Wahid on Mal aysia's relations with |Israel.

Inanintervieww th the Far Eastern Econom c Revi ew, Abdurrahman was
quot ed as sayi ng Mal aysi a had sought assi stance fromhimto help foster
closer ties with Israel during his visit to Kuala Lunpur |ast nonth.

The magazine, inits intelligence colum of its Dec 9 issue, al so quoted
Abdur rahman as sayi ng "they (Ml aysi a) knowwe are a friend of Israel".

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said there was no truth in
the statement as Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had never
made such a request to Abdurrahman.

"I'f it's true that the statenment was nade by Abdurrahman, we take strong
objectiontoit. W look at this matter very seriously as Dr Mahathir did
not at any tinme say anything to that effect, whether fornally or
informally."

Speaking to reporters at a Press conference in Wsna Putra, Syed Hami d
reiterated that Mal aysia's position towards |srael renmained firmand very
clear, and the question of athird party interventi on does not ari se.

"Mal aysi a has no intention of establishing any diplomatic or infornmnal
relations with Isreal until and unl ess a conprehensive solutionto the
M ddl e East problemis achieved."

Syed Hami d added that Wsnma Putra woul d al so request the Ml aysi an
anbassador to Jakarta to call on the | ndonesi an Foreign Mnister to
express the sane view.

"W have to be sensitive in our relationship between our two countries
and we have to be sure the relationship is on proper footing. W believe
Mal aysi a must nake its position very clear if sonething is incorrect or
i mproper. "

Syed Hani d said Wsma Putra had reacted to the remark, which was
purportedly nade by Abdurrahman, as it had i nplications and i npact to the
country.

He al so said Wsma Putra had sent a note to all foreign enbassi es and
hi gh commi ssions in the country inform ng themthat Ml aysi a woul d take a
strong stand on anyone provi ding noral or financial support to | ocal
political parties and non-Covernmental organisations associated with the
parties.
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