25 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Habi bi e
MALAYSI A TO BRI NG | N SEM - SKI LLED AND SKI LLED | NDONESI ANS

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 25 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has reached agreenent with
I ndonesia to bring in sem-skilled and skill ed I ndonesi an workers in
addition to the unskilled ones.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today that both
countries also agreed that the entry of these workers be made in a nore
or gani sed nmanner.

"In future, we will nake efforts to ensure that those who come here are
not only unskilled workers but sem -skilled and skilled ones as well," he
said at a joint news conference with |Indonesian President B.J. Habibie at
the end of a del egation neeting between the two countries at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent here.

Mal aysia is reported to have al nost one mllion |Indonesian workers,
nmost |y unskil | ed.

The probl em of foreign workers was anobng the topics discussed by the
two countries in conjunction with Habi bie's one-day working visit which was
ai med at enhancing bilateral ties and cooperati on.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia and | ndonesia al so agreed to cooperate on
vari ous issues.

The cooperation will cover efforts to overcone the haze probl em
affecting the two countri es.

Habi bi e | ed an 80-nmenber del egati on which included several Cabi net
m ni sters and seni or governnent officers.

This is Habibie's second visit to Mal aysia as president, having
attended the Asi a-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (APEC) forumnmneeting in
Kual a Lunpur | ast Novenber.

Today's neeting was a followup to their neeting on Batami sl and | ast
May.
Meanwhi | e, Habi bie said I ndonesia wanted to step up cooperation with

Mal aysia in all fields, including culture, economy and technol ogy.

He said the neeting was "very efficient” and proceeded wel|.

"Ml aysi a and I ndonesia share a lot of simlarities, and we have
consul ted each other on bilateral and nultilateral issues within Asean as
wel | as APEC, " he said.
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