02/ 06/ 1999
Mal aysia to seek car technol ogy fromUS (HL)

Syed Nazri in Nagoya

NAGOYA, Tues: Mal aysia will seek technol ogy fromthe US next to boost its
not or vehicle industry, which is nowinspired mainly by Japanese and
British carmakers, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad says.
Tal ks are under way with several Anmerican car manufacturers to secure
expertise and assistance for |ocal carmakers.

"We al ready have cooperation fromM tsubishi of Japan and secured

engi neering capabilities fromLotus of Britain.

"W are nowtalking to a few notor vehicle conpanies fromthe USto

boost our industry,"” he told Mal aysi an journalists after visiting Toyota
museuns and a showoomin Nagoya today.

The Prime M nister was asked about the future of the Ml aysi an car

i ndustry since the trend anong the world's naj or players i s nowtowards
consol i dati on.

He said with consolidation, there woul d soon be only five mai n producers
- three in the US and one each i n Europe and Japan.

Dr Mahathir said the notor vehicle industry is also getting nore

sophi sticated, for exanple with regards to the use of m crochi ps and ot her
el ectroni cs.

Mal aysi ans wi || have to adopt new carnaki ng technol ogies in order to

keep pace, he added.

He sai d he had di scussions with Toyota Motor Corp chairman Shoichiro
Toyoda on Toyota's role in the Mal aysi an notor vehicle industry.

Al t hough M tsubishi has a bigrole in the country, Toyota could be
consultants in small volunme assenbly plants.

Toyota, he added, has expressed interest because it is indirectly

al ready hel pi ng out Perodua i n Mal aysi a t hrough Dai hat su, which it owns.
Asked whether it is possible that Toyota night come into help out ina
third national car project, he said nowis not the time to think of a
third national car considering the consolidation process in the world

not or vehicle industry.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a six-day visit to Japan, spent alnost the entire
day visiting Toyota facilities - the Comrenorative Museumof |ndustry and
Technol ogy at Nishi-ku, the Toyota Kai kan Exhibition Hall at Toyota Gty
and the Toyota Autonobile Muiseumat Aaichi-gun, all in the outskirts of
Nagoya, the fourth largest city in Japan. He was acconpani ed by Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and son Mokhzani .

The Toyota Conmmenorative Museumof | ndustry and Technol ogy di spl ays

weavi ng and spi nni ng machi nery used to produce basi c notor vehicle parts.
The huge conpl ex al so houses a "technol and" where the principles of
mechani cs are denonstrated, a library equi pped with over 35,000 vol unes on
sci ence and technol ogy and two audi tori uns.

The Toyot a Kai kan Exhi biti on Hal | showcases Toyota's advanced t echnol ogy
and cor por at e phil osophy with enphasi s on car safety and t he conpany' s
commitnent to a friendly environnent. Exhibits include notor vehicles and
si mul at or s.

There are al so car design studi os and theatres show ng videos on the

achi evenents of the corporation.

And as t he nane suggests, the Toyota Aut onobil e Museumtraces t he Toyota
history since its pioneering days late last century to the present with
visions of the future.

At the Kai kan Exhi bition centre, Dr Mahathir al so test drove the "Pri us



Hybri d" car and the prototype "E-Cont.

Dr Mahathir said he visited the Toyota facilities because of the

conpany' s fine achi evenents.

He | eaves for Tokyo tommorow where he will have a neeting with Japanese
Vice-Mnister for International Affairs at the Finance Mnistry, Dr Ei suke
Sakaki bar a.

He will attend the | aunch of his book "A New deal for Asia" and wil |

then speak at the Ni kkei International Conference on "The Future of Asia".
The Prime M nister will nmeet Japanese Prine M nister Keizo Cbuchi on

Thur sday before | eaving for Kual a Lunpur on Friday.
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