13 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - East Ti nor
MALAYSI A W LLI NG TO SEND TROOPS TO EAST TI MOR, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PETALI NG JAYA, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today Malaysia is willing to serve in the United
Nati ons (UN) peacekeeping force in East Tinor.

He said UN secretary-general Kofi Annan had asked hi m whet her Ml aysi a
could contribute forces if needed.

"Mal aysia said yes. W are quite willing to serve in East Tinor and if
it is fine with everybody, we will send our troops there,” he told
reporters after opening the 12th Comopnweal t h Law Conference at the Sunway
Pyrami d Convention Centre here today.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked if Ml aysia would send its troops to
East Tinmor as Indonesia has agreed to allow an international peacekeeping
force there.

Thousands of East Tinorese are feared to have been killed and tens of
t housands made honel ess in the ranpage by pro-Jakarta nmilitias follow ng
the Aug 30 UN-supervised referendumin which the majority of East Tinorese
vot ed for independence

Asked on Kel antan Ummo |iai son chief Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's
prediction that the general election would be held in Novenber, Dr Mhathir
said in jest: "He nust know sonething which | don't."

Tengku Razal eigh, in a ceranah in Taman Guru in Kel antan on Fri day
night, was reported to have said that the el ection would be held before the
fasting nonth, which falls in Decenber, and the nobnsoons.

"After fasting, many Muslins will |leave for Mecca for the haj. And the
Decenber rainy spell is not a good time for polls,"” he said.

Tengku Razal ei gh said he nade the prediction to ensure that Umo
menbers were fully prepared if the el ection were to be held suddenly.
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