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Mal aysi a has the credentials in Asean peacekeepi ng force

Abdul Razak Bagi nda

WHEN t he Australians took up the I eadershipininitiatinganultinationa
force in East Tinor, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d
Asean shoul d instead play a role.

H's remarks are certainly apt as they involve a nenber of Asean

I ndonesia is a prom nent nmenber of Asean and has al ways been consi der ed
as primus inter pares.

It faces a problemwhich requires international assistance and what
better body than Asean itself to play a role.

Inretrospect, although the groupi ng has di scussed security matters
within the Asean Regi onal Forumframework, it has not seriously | ooked at
t he possi bl e security structure of the organisation

After all, it has never entertained the idea of a mlitary systembeing
devel oped under its unbrella.

The rationale for this has al ways been t he possi bl e suspi ci on of others
if such a nove were to take place

During the 1980s, it was thought that Vietnam which was then not part
of Asean and was occupyi ng Canbodi a - and hence in confrontation with
Asean - woul d regard such a devel opnent as being targeted against it.

Today, it is possible that China could m sconstrue a mlitary-type
arrangement within Asean as an attenpt to confront Beijing.

Therefore, such a thought has never been seen as an option. At least it
is believed that the repercussions woul d be just too overwhel ni ng

However, it could well be that Asean should not ook at the mlitary and
def ence framework as an alliance.

Rat her, it shoul d be nore towards peace-keepi ng and one that is not
necessarily exclusively Asean. However, it should be Asean-| ed.

G ven the East Tinor issue, such a devel opnment is tinely and Asean
shoul d consi der starting the ball rolling.

Mal aysi a has a critical role to play as it has vast experience in peace-
keepi ng operations and has al ways pl ayed a significant role in the
i nternational arena by pronoting the interests of the devel opi ng worl d.

As a result, Ml aysi a has recei ved many kudos fromvarious countries and
mul til ateral organisations, includingthe United Nations.

Inas far as the latter is concerned, Mal aysia's distinct contributions
have been recognised in the formof a non-permanent menbership in the UN
Security Council.

Mal aysi a was al so been appointed to the presidency of the 51st UN
General Assenbly.

Tan Sri Razali Ismail did the country proud when he took over the
position. A Ml aysian had actually reached the hel mof this world body.

Mal aysi a has been consistent inits involvenent in UN peace-keeping
operati ons.

Begi nning in 1960, it took part in UN operations in Congo, right until
its participationin Bosnia.

Mal aysi a has been represented in a variety of UNnmilitary expeditions
and been represented in all of the UN s mlitary conmitnents.

The UN essential ly sends conbat troops and Mal aysi a had sent battalions
to Congo, Nani bia, Canbodia, Somalia and Bosni a.

Secondl y, as observers, Ml aysian officers have served in places such as
the Iraqgi-Kuwaiti border, Liberia and Wstern Sahara.

Thirdly, Mal aysia was represented at the UN headquarters, and we had a



one-star general serving in New York, as well as a full col onel, attached
to the Nato headquarters with regard to the Bosnian conflict.

A Mal aysi an three-star general was al so appoi nted t he UN Conmander,
headi ng t he peacekeeping force in Sonualia.

Al inall, Malaysia has an excellent record of active service as part
of the the UN s peace-keepi ng operations.

Apart fromthe arny, the Royal Mal aysian Air Force has al so served under
the UN.

The Royal Ml aysian Police too have been sent as part of UN operati ons.

It would be fair to state here that within Asean, Mal aysia is the nost
experienced in UN peace- keepi ng operati ons.

At one point Mal aysia was the 7th | argest participating force in the UN

The arnmy has al so set up a peace-keeping training centre, which has
recei ved much prai se fromvarious quarters.

Therefore, Ml aysia has a positive role to play ininitiating an Asean
peace- keepi ng force.

Such a force need not necessarily be a permanent standing force.

It could be a force designated by participati ng Asean countries as bei ng
dedi cated to undertaki ng peace-keepi ng operations and it could be
activated at short notice.

Regul ar exerci ses coul d be undertaken, in order to sort out what the
mlitary refers to as the standard operating procedures or SOPs.

By doi ng so, Asean could significantly contribute to not only taking
care of its own problens within Asean, but also play a rol e outside the
region, especially under the UN unbrell a.

If such a force had exi sted, there woul d be no necessity for Australia
toinitiate depl oyment in East Tinor.
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