13 APR 1999
Abdul | ah- Leader shi p
MALAYSI ANS APPRECI ATE RESPONSI BLE LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, April 13 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today that Ml aysians by and | arge are pragmatic
and peace-| ovi ng peopl e who appreci ate responsi bl e | eadershi p and who can
di stingui sh between short-termpopul ar | eaders and those with a proven
track record

He sai d responsi bl e | eadershi p was not about shouting enpty sl ogans or
to |l ead one's supporters up the garden path.

"Responsi bl e | eadership calls for statesnanship, courage and wi sdom and
for doing the right thing and not just the popular things," he said when
| aunching the interactive nmultimedia CDO-ROM "Mahat hir: CEO Mal aysia I nc"
her e.

Abdul l ah said it was his fervent belief that Prine Mnister Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad who had been Mal aysia's | eadi ng catal yst for change,
woul d | ead the country towards a new and better future

He said over the past 18 years, Dr Mahathir had transforned Ml aysi a
socially, econonmically, physically and politically.

"I amconfident that Dr Mahathir can continue to hel p us nanage the
next phase of our national reforns as we enter the new mllennium" he
sai d.

Abdul | ah said cries for change and reform and greater denocracy and
human ri ghts were bei ng heard t oday.

He said that while sone things needed to change, a | ot nore needed to
be preserved as they had stood the test of tine.

"Change for change sake is not what our people want. Change and reforns
with a clear agenda and a clear vision will help us nanage the transition
into a nodern 21st century country able to cope with the chall enges of the
new mllennium"” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d whil e nei ghbouring countries suffered untold sufferings
and di ssatisfaction arising fromthe econom c turnoil, Ml aysia proved to
be nore stable politically and economically that many Ml aysi ans tended to
take for granted the peace, stability and prosperity enjoyed for so | ong.

He said it was in fact a test of |eadership to be able to maintain the
har nony achi eved for so many years and the progress made in all fields.

Abdul | ah sai d governance in a nulti-racial and multi-religious society
was never easy, nore so during difficult tinmes.

"We need to ensure that we do not destroy the social fabric of our
soci ety and the solid foundation that has been so painstakingly l[aid by our
| eaders fromall conmunities.

"In fact, it is a major challenge that we | eaders of today face that we
bequeath to our successors an equal |y peaceful, stable yet progressive,
dynam ¢ Mal aysi an nation," he said.

Abdul | ah said after nore than eight years of phenonenal growth, no one
in his worst nightmare woul d have i magi ned the present predi cament the
country was faced wth.

He said nore than any other person, Dr Mahathir was determ ned to nake
Mal aysia rise again |like the phoenix rising fromthe ashes as he was
resol ved to put the econony back on its feet.

Since appointed as Prine Mnister in 1981, Abdullah said, Dr Mahathir
had transforned Mal aysia froma comodity-based | esser known nation into a
respected i ndustrialising nation.

He said before the currency crisis hit Asia two years ago, Dr Mahathir



had built up Malaysia's average yearly inconme from US$300 a person to
US$5, 000 -- a legacy few | eaders coul d mat ch.

Abdul | ah said in place of the old conservative caution, Dr Mahathir had
concocted a stew of belief that blended the realismof hard economcs, the
acunen of a shrewd busi nessman and enough giddy futurismto either excite
or frighten his foll owers.

"To ny mind, he is many things and everything.... Dr Mahathir is truly
a nodern day busi ness renai ssance nan. As the conceptualiser of Vision 2020
and the Multimedi a Super Corridor, he can be aptly described as Bapa
Wawasan, " he said.

The CD-ROMis a frank, unique and conprehensive account of Dr
Mahat hir's | eadership of Malaysia and it discusses the country's rise and
success stories through a strategic | eadership focus on the Prinme Mnister.
The CD-ROM i ncl udes over 35 speeches fromthe Prine Mnister, testinonials
and views frompolitical fans, the rakyat and captains of industries.

It al so has a one-hour exclusive intervieww th Dr Mahathir digitised
in VCD format where he speaks about the aspiration of Bangsa Ml aysi a,
| eadership in the new century, Malaysia's political scene and the national
econom ¢ recovery plan, anong ot hers.

The Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli), the producer of the
CD-ROM contributed 50 of the CO-ROVMs to the Foreign Mnistry and the
Education Mnistry. The nmade-in- Mal aysi a product retails for RMBO.
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