29/ 05/ 1999

Mal aysi a wants Tunisia to i nport pepper directly

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - To help pronote greater bi-lateral co-operation,
Mal aysi a has suggested that Tunisia inport pepper directly fromit,
M ni ster of Agriculture Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud sai d today.

Last year, he said Tunisia inported 640 netric tonnes of Ml aysi an
pepper indirectly.

If it weretoinport directly it would be possible to inmport nore from
Mal aysi a.

He was speaking to reporters after a meeting with Tunisia's Foreign
M ni ster Said Ben Miustapha at Wsnma Tani today.

Said |ater paid a courtesy call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Sai d hoped Mal aysi a, whi ch has been i nporting about 200 netric tonnes of
rock phosphate fertiliser fromTunisia since 1994, woul d i ncrease such
i nports.

Tunisiais thethird largest fertiliser producer in the world.

"Rock phosphate is a natural fertiliser and can be used for direct
applicationin acidic soil which makes it very good for Ml aysi an soil and
can be used for grow ng rubber, oil palm pepper and rice," said Said.

Sul ai man said the Mnistry would i nformthe rel evant peopl e,
particularly those in the rice and pepper grow ng sectors.

"W will study the possibility. If we find it suitable for padi and the
priceis conpetitive we will consider inporting nore phosphate," he said.
Al ong wi th pepper, Tunisia inported rubber and pal moil fromMal aysi a.

H s country was al so identifying other areas to expand co-operation
i ncludi ng tourismand wood products, Said said.
( END)



	Malaysia wants Tunisia to import pepper directly (NST 29/05/1999)

