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MALAYSI ANS START VOTI NG THI S MORNI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 29 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysians start voting in the 10th
general election this norning.

Atotal of 9,564,071 voters will cast their ballots at 6,931 polling
centres where sone 17,000 channel s have been set up, throughout the
country.

The polling stations opened at 8amand will close at 5.30pmin the
peni nsul a while those in Sabah and Sarawak opened at 7.30amand wi |l cl ose
at 5pm

However, sone polling stations, in the renote areas of Sabah and
Sarawak, wi Il be closed earlier.

The 1998 el ectoral rolls, which have sonme 70,000 new voters who
registered in 1998 and verified in January this year, are being used for
the general el ection.

A total of 192 parlianentary seats and 393 state seats will be
contested. The BN already won a parlianentary seat and a state seat on
nom nati on day on Nov 20

I n Sabah and Sarawak only the parlianentary seats will be contested.
Sabah held its state election in March this year while the state el ection
in Sarawak i s not due until next year.

The Barisan Nasional, the ruling party before the dissol ution of
parlianent and the state | egislative councils on Nov 11, is contesting al
the seats.

Ten political parties have fielded 1,200 candidates while 42 are
contesting as i ndependents.

The parties contesting are Parti Angkatan Keadil an I nsan Ml aysi a
(Akinm), Barisan Nasional (BN), Barisan Jaamah |sl anmi ah Senal aysi a
(Berjasa), DAP, Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan), Parti Denpkratik Parti
(MDP), PAS, Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRM and
Parti Refornmasi Negeri (Star).

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is defending his
Kubang Pasu parlianentary seat, will cast his votes at Sekol ah Kebangsaan
Titi Gajah in Alor Setar while Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi, who is defending his Kepal a Batas parlianentary seat, wll
cast his votes at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Pernmatang Bertamin Kepal a Bat as.

According to El ection Conm ssion chairman Dat uk Orar Mhanmed Hashi m
192 vote tallying centres had been set up throughout the country.

The first results are expected to be announced at about 8.30pm

Omar expected the party elected to formthe governnent to be known at
about 4amt onorr ow.

The Met eorol ogi cal Services Departnent has forecast showers and
occasi onal heavy rain and thunderstormin the peninsula especially in the
East Coast states due to the north-east nbnsoon wi nds.

Orar however said that the El ecti on Comi ssion had nade preparations in
t he event of fl oods.

Meanwhile, in the capital city, the fine weather has encouraged voters
to go out in large nunbers to cast their ballots.

The parties contesting in the general election are providing free
transport for voters to go to the polling stations where a carnival
at nosphere prevail ed.
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