22 NOV 1999
BN- denocr acy
MALAYSI AN DEMOCRATI C PRACTI CES MOST EFFECTI VE, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 22 (Bernamm) -- The Bari san Nasional (BN) governnent
has created a system of denocracy which is nost effective anong devel opi ng
nations, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad.

"We provide political freedomto all, even to the opposition parties
but of course they claimit is not so," he said after |aunching the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) manifesto entitled "Ml aysia, Free, United, Successful with
Bari san Nasional"” at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), here last night.

He said that since it achieved | ndependence 42 years ago, Ml aysia had
never mssed holding its general elections and voters were assured of the
freedomto nake their choice.

Dr Mahathir said there was al so no oppression of the opposition parties
as in sone devel opi ng countries where opposition nenbers were sued until
t hey becane bankrupt and charged with various offences.

In Mal aysia, no BN political opponent was detai ned under the | SA
(Internal Security Act) as those detained were only drug traffickers and
currency counterfeiters, he said.

He said the BN did not arrest someone just because of different
political ideology.

He said the BN governnent would use its own discretion to designits
own system incorporating the the best avail abe in other systens of
gover nnent .

Dr Mahathir al so said the governnent provided freedomto opposition
party newspapers |ike Harakah so that the people would eventually found out
who had been |ying.

The BN al so al | owed vernacul ar schools unlike in other countries where
education was only in the national |anguage, he said.

"W al so accept all comunities in our security forces and the public
service but there are countries, even those near to us which do not allow
certain community to carry arns because they don't trust that conmunity,"”
he sai d.

In Mal aysia, he said everyone is free to take up arnms for the country.

To a question, he said the nove by head of the PAS council of ul ama
Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat to accept DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang
to become prime mnister showed that he was accepting Kit Siang as an
ul ana.

He said this was because N k Aziz had said that only ulama coul d becone
| ead the country.

"So when he says Kit Siang can becone prine mnister, it neans he
acknow edges Kit Siang as an ul anm, " he said.
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