01/ 10/ 1999
Mal aysi an drive

M Reezal

"The circuit in Malaysiais the best in the world.'

- Formula 1 suprenp Berni e Eccl estone, on the state of the Sepang F1
circuit

JUST about everyone who has seen it or been fortunate enough to have
driven on it are full of praise for the Sepang F1 Circuit. "~Magnificent',
“best inthe world and " breathtaking' are the words nost frequently used
to describe the 5.54kmcircuit.

The track was constructed on 260 hectares of a forner plantation. Wrk

on the RM86 million circuit started in Septenber 1997 and was conpl et ed
| ate | ast year. It was opened on March 9 by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Moharmad.

Equi pped with state-of-the art technol ogy, the Sepang F1 Circuit is the
only race track in the world to provide a doubl e frontage grandstand whi ch
can accomuodat e 30, 000 fans. Anot her 100, 000 fans will be able to watch
races fromvantage points all round the track.

The circuit has a width of 16 nmetres and features 15 turns and ei ght
strai ghts where cars can reach speeds of above 300knph. The | ongest

straight - the start-finish straight - is 927 netres. This is the only
circuit inthe world which allows fans to watch the race down two
straights.

At the tip of the grandstand is the three-storey canopy tower whose

uni que desi gn enables fans to watch 80 to 90 per cent of the race. It can
accommodat e 1, 100 spect at ors.

The circuit is alsothe first inthe world to install electronic

mar shal | posts. Instead of coloured flags, the posts will flash col oured
signals toinformdrivers and riders of what's happeni ng on the track.
Constructing the Sepang F1 Circuit was a mammot h task. | n Decenber 1996
Mal aysi a Airports Bhd (MAB), the project's financier and owner, signed an
agreenment with German conpany Til ke I ngeni euree Fur Unnel [ ttechni k and

I kti sas Engi neers Mal aysi a whi ch undert ook to be consul tants for design,
construction, supervision and comm ssioning of the Sepang circuit. Ateam
wor ked for 2ystemyears before the final design was approved by the

I nternational Autonobile Federation (FIA) and adopted by MAB.

"The initial design of the track was inspired by the Pacman vi deo

ganmes, ' sai d managi ng consul tant Herrman Til ke, a forner touring car racer.
"The idea was to draw the spectators closer to the race action by watching
fromthe inside of the track i nstead of outside, which you see at all race
tracks today.

"Visualising the circuit froman oil pal mestate was not too difficult,
because we had taken i nto account the gradient of the terrain, the precise
hei ght quotes for the ground and | ooked at the surroundi ngs.

"W then took out a piece of paper and nade several rough sketches of

what the track and the circuit proper would | ook |i ke. The draw ngs and
recomrendati ons were submitted to FIA for endorsenent. Right fromthe
start, it was designed with Formula 1 racing in mnd.'

The plan also called for the pit building to have state-of-the-art
facilities. The ground | evel has 30 pit areas neasuring 24 netres by ei ght
netres, 15 teamroons, photography areas and two prayer roons. The
mezzani ne fl oor houses the race control room tine-keeping room w nners'
podi um 12 offices, two very | arge conference roons, an i ntervi ewroom
the royal |ounge, a posh hospitality area and a nedia centre for



approxi mat el y 600 j ournal i sts and phot ogr aphers.
A hospitality centre was al so desi gned as a pedestrian mall bridging the
four-storey doubl e-frontage grandstands, capabl e of accomvpdati ng
restaurants, bars, exhibition areas and retail outlets. The circuit also
boasts sone 50 garages neasuring four nmetres by eight netres and a
conpr ehensi ve nedi cal centre equi pped with an X-ray room facility for
burns patients, doping control centre, observation room waiting roomand
| aboratori es.
Several warmup events have been staged at the circuit, which include
the last FIMMtorcycle Gand Prix, |ocal sal oon car races and aut omobil e
promotions. Users have been unani nous about the quality of the track: they
all share Eccl estone's assessnent of the Sepang Forrmula 1 Circuit.
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