19/ 11/ 1999
Mal aysi ans shoul d unite behind Dr M

Dr Raj Kumar Maharaj ah
ITirks me when | read or see slanderous articles on Malaysia and its
| eaders in foreign magazi nes and news nedi a.

Bei ng a Mal aysi an medi cal houseman currently doing ny internship in
India, | have access to all these, but | amnot convinced that they are
telling the truth about Mal aysia and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

Dr Mahathir is a highly m sunderstood figure in and outside the country
but I stand firmy behind himbecause |I believe that he knows best and
that he will only do the best for Ml aysi a.

| met and spoke to the Prine Mnister in New Del hi a coupl e of years ago
when we were having sone probl ens with our nedical seats in India.

| was supposed to | ead a student del egation to neet the PMand nany
di scouraged ne and said that Dr Mahathir was a "Malay ultra" and that he
woul d not rmeet me and ot her 20-year-ol ds because he had better things to
do.

But when | nade arrangenents to meet himin the mdst of the G 15 sumit
and when he agreed to neet us at the Ml aysi an H gh Commi ssion in India,
many were surprised.

Dr Mahat hir was deeply concerned regardi ng our woes and brought up the
matter with his Indian counterpart.

He and Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi took us out for dinner and | unch on
two separate occasions

| was really shocked at the Prime M nister's warmhospitability contrary

to all that | had heard about him... he truly is a kind-hearted
gent | eman!
More than reformasi, | think the need of the hour is tol eransi

(tol erance).

Dr Mahathir still enjoys popul ar support w thin Ml aysi a. He has nmade
Mal aysi ans proud to be Ml aysi ans.

It's unfair to forget all his good deeds done to uplift the i mage of our
country worl dwi de. Malaysiais what it is today primarily because of this
man. Hi s achi evenents are for all to see

I, for one, believe that all Ml aysians shoul d appreciate a nan whil e he
is still alive and not build nmonunents and name roads after himonce he is
dead, especially if he has done nore good than harmfor his people.

Bari san Nasi onal has al ways been responsi bl e enough to gi ve the country
abl e and responsi bl e | eaders.

The Mal aysi ans i n Mani pal are solidly behind Dr Mahathir. | urge the
rest of you to unite behind the nan who nade Mal aysia what it is today.
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