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MALAYSI ANS CAN VI SI T PUTRAJAYA, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, June 21 (Bernama) -- The new administrative capital
Putrajaya, will be open to all Ml aysians to visit and see, Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

"W want people to conme and see their capital, we want themto see what
we have done, we want themto be proud of this capital.

"We have several places of interest and ny favourite spot really is the
wet | and, which is sonething quite remarkable,” he told a news conference on
his first day at his new office, here.

Dr Mahathir said Kuala Lunmpur would remain the capital of Ml aysia
whil e Putrajaya, 40kmfromthe city, would becone the admi nistrative
capi tal

Fromtoday onwards, the Prine Mnister of Malaysia will be operating
froma new office, after sone 42 years operating at Jal an Datuk Onn since
t he country achi eved i ndependence.

Dr Mahathir -- the fourth prine mnister of Malaysia -- clocked out of
the old office on Friday and today, after a short prayer (doa) at the | obby
of the prime mnister's new office, he only had to flash his smart card in
front of an identification device at the lift to his room

The prime minister's office is located at the fifth floor under the
| argest green done of the Prime Mnister's Departnent buil ding.

Dr Mahathir said that apart fromthe wetland, there were other
attractions in Putrajaya were the people could take a boat ride in 7km
man- made | ake.

The | ake is nuch bigger than the | ake in Canberra, Australia. Putrajaya
is the only inland town in this coutry which will have the nmarine police.

"No other capital actually designed the wetland into the whol e area,
and the wetl and serves many purposes including filtration of the water
getting into the | ake.

"You may notice that the water in the lake is clean despite the fact
that we have a | ot of earthwork going on. The earthwork has not poll uted
the lake with a lot of silt and things |ike that," he said.

The prime minister said there woul d be guided tours for visitors to the
governnent offices as well as the prime nminister's residence.

"The prinme mnister's residence consists |largely of public roonms where
visitors will be entertained.

"The residence, incidentally, as | have said, has six bedroons for ny
children, so |l will have to ask ny wife to have four nore children because,
for sone reason or other, people consider that the prinme mnister should
have si x bedroons for his children," he said jokingly.

"W will have proper tour guides and it will start as soon as
possi bl e," he said.

Putraj aya, spanning 4,581 hectares about 40km south of Kuala Lunpur, is
one of two planned "intelligent" cities under the Multinedi a Super Corridor
(MsC) project.

The project to set up the MSC, a 15-by-50 kil onetre technol ogy zone, in
Sept enber 1996 and is expected to be conpl eted by 2010.

The prinme minister's office overlooks a beautiful npbsque that can
accommodat e sone 15, 000 worshi ppers, topped by a magnificent donme and a 116
nmetre mnaret.

Some 1,000 civil servants, nostly staff of the Prine Mnister's
Department, are expected to start work in the new adm ni strative conpl ex



t hi s nont h.

The nunber is expected to increase to 2,800 by the end of the year and
16, 000 by 2005. Ot her governnent ministries will gradually relocate to
Putraj aya over the next five years.

When fully conpleted, Putrajaya is expected to have a popul ati on of
330,000. It will be called a "City in a Garden" with 38 per cent of the
| and earmar ked as green areas.
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