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THE guessing gane is over. Polling for the country's 10th genera

el ections will be on Novermber 29 with nom nation on Novenber 20. For the
first tine polling will be just one day throughout the country, including
Sabah and Sarawak.

Canpai gni ng whi ch has been going on for nore than a year will certainly
heat up. The poster war which had al so started in some parts of the
country even before Parlianment was di ssol ved | ast Thursday, w Il now add
even nore col our to the Ml aysi an | andscape.

In addition to the poster war, the battle to woo the 9.7 mllion voters
inthe country 193 parlianentary and 394 state seats will be "fought" on
various fronts. The Opposition has adnmtted that it cannot "win" and form
the Governnent. The fragnmented Qpposition with its differing views,

i deol ogi es and goals clains it wants to deny the ruling Bari san Nasi ona
the two third majority. The Bari san Nasi onal on the other hand expressed
confidence that it will retainits two third mgjority.

In the last Parlianent Barisan Nasional had 166 seats with the
Opposi ti on DAP, PAS and PBS hol di ng 23 between themand | ndependent s
occupi ng three seats

Undoubtedly the el ection will be a keen contest. Alot of accusations

and counter accusations will be nmade. The canpaignis likely to becone
increasingly personal. It is after all a period when all cautionis thrown
to the wi nds. But Mal aysi an voters are mature and rational. They are not
likely to be taken in by enpty prom ses.

The ei ght day canpai gn peri od has been descri bed by the Opposition as
bei ng too short. However it nust be renenbered that this is not the first
time that the canpaign periodis "short". In 1986 the canpai gn peri od

| asted ei ght days. Infact the period between dissol ution of parlianment and
pol ling was just 14 days even shorter than the 18 days for the current

el ections.

Even so it is inportant to ensure that the harnony, peace and stability,
whi ch all Mal aysi ans val ue, are not sacrificed. Mal aysi an el ecti ons have
al ways been conducted in a peaceful and orderly manner. Despite the
various races and religions coupled with the differing political

i deol ogi es a situation shoul d not be created to destabilise the hard won
stability, progress and devel opment of the nation.

Mal aysi ans have nuch to be grateful for. The econony has recovered from

t he worst recession and t hey have been spared t he hardshi ps faced by many
inother crisis hit countries in the region. The econony is forecast to
grow at 4.4 per cent this year after contracting 7.5 per cent | ast year
But many anal ysts expect a higher growth than that forecast by the
Governnent. Dresdner Kl ei nworth Benson, for exanpl e, says the official
growth rates "are easily achievable" and its own forecast for GDP growth
target is 6.5 per cent this year and 7 per cent for 2000.

I ndonesi a, Thail and and Sout h Korea whi ch turned to the I nternationa
Monetary Fund (I MF) for assistance find that they ended up being
"experiments" which failed and the | MF had to reverse gear and i npl enent
many of the same policies as Mal aysia. Even so the fallout of the crisis
is being felt inthe three countries which are still under the | M- s care.
The Bank Bal i episode in Indonesia, the Krung Thai Bank situation in
Thai | and and t he Daewoo "crisis" in South Korea "devel oped" despite the
countries being under the "scrutiny and tutel age" of the | M-. These



"epi sodes” are yet to be "played out” and will undoubtedly | eave a bad
taste long after they have been "resol ved"

In addition, unlike Mal aysia, these countries have to repay the | MF

| oans and as such their usable foreign reserves are much | ower than

Mal aysi a's which are currently sufficient to finance 6.2 nonths of

retai ned i nports.

The I M/, which according to its outgoing managi ng director, M M che
Candessus, "...created the conditions that obliged President Suhartoto

| eave his job" has not been "wel cone into Mal aysia” to resolve the crisis
even though its policies were initially adopted without its funds.

Mal aysi ans have shown that they are capabl e of achieving greater

hei ghts, given the chance. As such self confidence i s not and shoul d not
be m splaced. Unfriendly el ements shoul d not be given an opportunity to
capitalise and underm ne t he devel opment and achi evenents of the country.
Mal aysi ans ar e capabl e of pl anni ng, devi sing and i npl ementi ng policies
best suited to | ocal conditions, instead of adopting "ready nade and one
size fits all" policies advocated by international and multilatera

or gani sati ons.

Besi des, the conditions created by the | MFin | ndonesi a caused untold
suffering | eavi ng many dead, hungry, out of jobs and falling deeper into
t he poverty trap. No i ndependent country is "obliged" to take the "advice"
of the I MF and certainly Ml aysians are better off w thout the | M.

Adm ni stering a country is a heavy responsibility and a very serious

busi ness. It is not an enpirical, text book case study. Here real people
are invol ved.

As Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d when announci ng

t he di ssol uti on of parlianment on Novenber 10, el ections are "...a serious
busi ness of determnining who is going to formthe governnent of this
country" addi ng that he does not call elections "...to test my popularity

agai nst sonmebody".
Not only are el ections "a serious business" they are al so an expensi ve
affair. According to the El ection Conmi ssionthe elections this year is
estimated to cost RVMb5S million conpared with RVAO million for the | ast
general election in 1995. In 1959, the country's first general elections
after independence fromthe British, the cost was RML. 047 mi|lion
Conment at ors and anal ysts will certainly cite exanpl es of changes t hat
have taken place in the region - with new governnents in I ndonesi a,
Thai | and and South Korea. But it is not these commentators and anal ysts
that have a say in the el ection of | eaders in any of these countries,
| east of all in Malaysia. It is the Malaysian citizens and el ectorate who
have to decide for thensel ves who they want to | ead theminto the next
century and the new mllenni um
There will be efforts to influence voters. But Ml aysi ans need to be
m ndful of the fact that they shoul d deci de their own future and not be
i nfluenced by others who think that they know what and who Ml aysi ans and
Mal aysi a deserves. Many anal ysts and conmentators do not liveinthis
country, they do not earntheir living inthis country and they have no
loyalty to this country.
As such they have no legitimate right to dictate who should take this
country forward into the next millennium This is a decision whichthe
Mal aysi an el ect orate nust make for thensel ves. They are mature and
rational and there is no doubt that they will nake an educated and a
rational choice
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