17/ 02/ 1999
Mal aysi ans urged to unite, foil noves to destabilise nation

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Ml aysians need to rally together now nore than ever
tofoil attenpts at destabilising the country, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

In addition, he said a strong propaganda effort was bei ng waged by
certain quarters | eavi ng many Mal aysi ans conf used.

Dr Mahathir said his nationwi de tour to explain the situation to the
people woul d start after his three-day visit to Sabah this week.

"The peopl e' s confusion stenmed fromthe | ack of information ... it is
my duty toclarify," hetold reporters at a Chinese New Year | unch hosted
by Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng at
t he Parkroyal Hotel.

Dr Mahat hir sai d he had gone on nati onwi de tours before, includingthe
1987-88 period and recently, to explain events surroundi ng the economnic
crisis.

Asked whet her sections of Ml aysi an students he net overseas too were
simlarly confused, Dr Mahathir said they seened to have been i nfl uenced
by events in | ndonesia.

"Purportedly, if | step down, everything will be resol ved," he said.
"This i s not about whether ny resignati on woul d resol ve matters. |nstead,
this is time for Malaysians to rally together."

On Umo's information drive, Dr Mahathir said whil e he was sati sfied
with the party's efforts, everyone had to play his part in providing the
expl anati on.

"We have to maximse the effort," he said.

On whet her French President Jacques Chirac raised donestic issues in
their recent neeting in Paris, the Prime Mnister said: "No. President
Chirac says he doesn't interfere in the donestic affairs of other
countries.”

"Unli ke some people who like to direct us on howto run our country,
Presi dent Chirac says Mal aysia's i nternal problens are not of concernto
him™

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked to conment on remar ks by Kel antan Menteri
Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat that while Dr Mahathir was a cl ever
man, he had used his intelligent mnd to support secul arism

The Prime M nister said Islamdid not distinguish between what was
described as securalismand religious matters.

"Governnents i n Europe were once controlled by the Church and they were
of the opinion the Church shoul d be separated fromthe State,” he said.
"I'nlslam everything, including governance, are part of religion. The
word secular itself cane fromthe West."

The Prime M nister had earlier attended the Chi nese New Year open house
organi sed by the MCA at Wsma MCA and | ater, the Gerakan's do at the party
headquarters at Menara PGRM

( END)



	Malaysians urged to unite, foil moves to destabilise nation (NST 17/02/1999)

