05 JUL 1999

MALAYSI ANS TOLD TO VALUE PREVAI LI NG POLI TI CAL SYSTEM

KOTA KI NABALU, July 5 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi ans shoul d val ue the
prevailing political systemin the country because it had enabl ed everyone
to live in peace and harnony, said Umo Suprene Council nenber Datuk Salleh
Tun Sai d.

The political systemwhich had evol ved since | ndependence i s uni que and
is the best for Malaysia, taking into account its nmulti-racial,
mul ti-cultural and multi-religious society, he said at a farewel | dinner
for sone 400 del egates of the national-level AGMof the Ml aysian
Ex- Education Service O ficers Association here | ast night.

"Therefore, we should be careful and should not be taken in by sweet
tal k by outsiders who are jeal ous of Mal aysia's success as though there is
a better systemfor us. W should not ape the West and in the process
destroy our own nation," said Salleh who is al so Umo Sabah's Educati on
Bur eau chi ef.

Under the able | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, Mal aysia not only progressed but had enabled its citizens,
especially the Bum puteras to stand tall anobng citizens of other countries,
said the forner Sabah Chief M nister.

However, despite governnent's efforts to help the people, a snmall group
of Mal aysians chose to criticise the country's | eaders and di scredit the
nation locally as well as overseas, said Sall eh.

He also said it was an irony that the critics were the sane people who
once received help fromthe governnent.
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