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Mal aysi ans pack stadiumto cel ebrate
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KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Cheering Ml aysi ans |inked by video fromvenues

nati onwi de to a packed National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil tonight cel ebrated
the | ast National Day before the new m Il enni um

Exactly 42 years after centuries of colonial rule left our shores and
with the newera around the corner, Prime M nister Datuk Seri Mhat hir
Mohamad | aunched the "Centenni al Towards the New M | | enni uni' cel ebrati ons
at the stadi um

Dr Mahat hir said the turnout of about 120,000 in Bukit Jalil was
"fantastic", and that it eclipsed crowds at previous National Day
cel ebrations and even during the Commonweal t h Ganes. .

"The stadiuml ooks small (as aresult)," he told a Press conference.

The mai n cerenmony at the stadi umshowcased the sea change in the |ives
of Mal aysi ans for the past 42 years. The national flag fluttered on the
bi g screen and was hoi sted el ectronically, replacing the traditional flag-
rai sing cerenony at Dataran Merdeka.

Dr Mahathir also inserted atinme chipwith a nessage to be unveil ed 100
years from now.

The Prine Mnister, who was greeted with a | oud appl ause, spoke to each
State | eader via video-conferencing.

He tol d the | eaders that he was touched by the di splay of patriotismby
t he young, saying it was wong to say that they did not appreciate
i ndependence.

On the participation of many Mal aysi ans not born when the country gai ned
i ndependence, Dr Mahathir said nany of these young Mal aysi ans were happily
cel ebrating National Day.

The crowd cheered when Dr Mahat hir spoke to Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk
Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat through the video-conferencing. Nik Azi z hoped
Kel ant an woul d conti nue to devel op

"Kel ant an has been backward under various col oni al masters. However, now
it isturning to be better and we are nore devel oped. "

Injest, Dr Mahathir answered t hat he hoped Ml aysi ans coul d continue to
enj oy di kir barat, which was banned by Ni k Aziz.

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Koh Tsu Koon said the thousands of
Mal aysi ans, especi ally the younger generation in Penang, who had crowded
t he Espl anade to cel ebrate National Day showed t hat they supported the
| eader shi p.

On vi deo-conferencing, Dr Mahathir said this newtechnol ogy coul d al so
I'i nk peopl e abroad.

"As we talk, we can see the people and hear them" he said.

The night started early for the big crowd who were entertained by singer
Siti Nurhaliza and shows relayed fromthe other States

Excitenent soared as they saw Dr Mahat hir behi nd t he wheel of the Proton
cabriolet. He was given a rousing wel cone.

Inalighter vein, Dr Mahathir said |ater the crowd nmust have been
appl audi ng t he car.

At midnight, fireworks lit up followed by the entry of 14 Proton cars.

In Klang, for the first time in many years, thousands cane to cel ebrate
Nati onal Day at Dataran Shah Al am

The festival began at 8pmwi th several artistes belting out several old
and new songs nmuch to the delight of the crowd who had gat hered despite
the slight drizzle.



To mark the National Day cel ebrations, 42 contingents took part in the
parade. Leadi ng the march past was the 20-menber Pl atoon Serunai SiXx
Regi nent Ranger foll owed by 20 bearers of the Jalur Genilang.

The crowd cheered when t he 54-nenber Sel angor Government conti ngent
mar ched past fol |l owed by those fromKl ang, Petaling, Kual a Sel angor, Hulu
Langat, Sabak Bernam Kual a Langat, Sepang, Petaling Jaya and Gonbak
district offices.

The Hul u Sel angor conti ngent was | ed by Orang Asli.

Al'l the nunicipal and district councils had sent contingents besides
those fromthe Sel angor | sl am c Religi ous Departnment, Sel angor Econonmic
Devel opnent Cor poration, Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad, Ex-Arny Association, Fire
and Rescue Departnent, Custons and Exci se Departnent and the | nmigration
Depart nent.

The Road Transport Departmnent, Prisons Departnent, Rela, police and
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mara al so sent their contingents.

There were al so school bands and contingents fromvarious school cl ubs
and soci eti es.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar took to the stage and sal uted
t he contingents as they passed by. Al so on the stage were State Executive
Counci | nenmbers, State Assenbl ymen and seni or governnent officials.

Abu Hassan then left for the video-conferencing session at the 19th
floor of the State Governnent building with Dr Mahat hir at 10pm

Wi | e Abu Hassan was away, a cultural show was hel d at Dataran Shah
Alam At 11.30pmall the artistes gathered to sing Keroncong Sel angor
2000.

As the clock struck 12, all that coul d be heard was Merdeka! Merdeka!
Merdeka!. The crowd was entertained by the artistes till lam
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