17 AUG 1999

MALAYSI ANS DON T BELI EVE I N | NTERNET RUMOURS AND LI ES, SAYS H SHAWVMUDDI N

| POH, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Ml aysians have shown maturity in not
believing in runpburs and lies over the Internet, said acting Umo Youth
Chi ef Dat uk Hi shammuddi n Tun Hussei n today.

He said there was no reaction to a runmour recently that riot would take
place in the country when Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
left for atrip overseas.

"Last year, a runour of an inpending riot over the Internet caused
panic. Now it doesn't happen," he told reporters after opening a two-day
sem nar on multi-storied forest nanagenent project in Malaysia, jointly
organi sed by the Forestry Departnent and Japan |International Cooperation
Agency, here.

H shammuddi n said that over a period of tine, the people would get
fed-up with poison-pen letters and the lies that flooded the Internet.

Initially, he said he too felt hopel ess against the lies directed at
himand his fanily and not anynore as they did undermne his credibility.

He said the people woul d eventually get wi ser when the various clains
made in the Internet were not backed by evi dence.
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