15/ 10/ 1999
Mal aysi a t o host conference on handi capped

Ani s Kami |

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysia will host Canpaign '99 Conference for the
Asi a and Pacific Decade for the Disabl ed Persons, 1993-2002 from Nov 27 to
Dec 31 at the Pal ace of Gol den Horses Hotel in Seri Kenbangan, near here.

The week-1ong conference will be the bi ggest awareness canpai gn and t he
| argest i nternational gathering on the disabled ever heldin Ml aysia,
said the chairman of the working commttee Datuk Dr Mbhi nder Singh.

In 1992, the United Nations Econonm ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia-
Paci fic (Unescap) declared the period 1993-2002 as the Asian and Pacific
Decade for Disabl ed Persons.

Two key docunents were formul at ed and adopt ed, the Procl amati on on t he
Ful | Participation and Equality of Persons with Disabilities in the Asian
and Pacific Region and the Agenda for Action for the Decade.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad si gned t he procl amati on on
May 16, 1994, which is inline with the country's aspirations of a Caring
Soci ety.

"The awar eness canpai gn and the conference is for Ml aysia to show how
much it has achi eved and to put forward the achi evenents nade," said
Mohi nder .

On the first two days, there will be a pre-conference workshop to
exam ne the current situationin Ml aysia and the progress that has been
achi eved since Dr Mahat hir signed the procl amation, sai d Mhinder.

He said, the second part will be the regi onal conference which will
exani ne a wi de range of aspects on the needs of the disabl ed.

Anot her day will be allocated for field visits where participants can
visit wel fare hones or organi sati ons, depending on their interest, and the
last day will coincide with the Malaysia's Day for the D sabl ed.

Speakers for the conference are well-known in their areas of expertise
and 14 of the 33 speakers are thensel ves di sabl ed persons, said the
chairman of the scientific committee Dr Zali ha Onar.

She added that six of the speakers are Ml aysi ans.

She said a study will be submitted to the National Consultative
Conmi ssi on based on t he wor kshops which i s expected to col |l ect issues,
stat enent of probl ens and proposal s fromthe di sabl ed.

Mohi nder said the target for the pre-conference workshop was 500 to 600
partici pants frompeopl e who are di sabl ed, those working with the di sabl ed
and the general public who are interested or are currently caring for a
di sabl ed person.

About 200 participants from20 countries are expected to attend the
regi onal conference with the | argest del egation fromJapan, sai d Mhi nder.

"W are encouragi ng people to attend, that is why the registration fee
for the pre-conference workshop will be only RVBO, while the international
conference i s RVM00, " said Mhinder.
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