10 NOV 1999

MALAYSI AN GOVERMENT DEEPLY CONCERNED W TH VI OLENCE | N CHECHYA

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today the governent is deeply concerned with the
escal ati ng vi ol ence i n Chechnya.

He said that over the |ast few weeks, civilian casualties had risen
consi derably and t housands of innocent civilians had been forced to flee
their honmes to escape aerial bonbardnent.

"The government of Malaysia would |ike to urge the government of the
Russi an Federation, with which it has al ways enjoyed close and friendly
relations, to exercise restraint in order to mnimse human suffering in
Chechnya," he said in a statenment issued here.

He said Mal aysi an governent al so called on both sides to seek a
peaceful and negotiated settlenment in Chechnya.

Syed Hamid is currently in South Africa to represent Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the Commonweal t h Heads of Gover nnent
Meeti ng (CHOGM .
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