21 MAR 1999
Kadi r-1nmmgrants
MALAYSI A SEEKS | NDON HELP TO CHECK EXCDUS OF | MM GRANTS

ALOR SETAR, March 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia has officially asked
I ndonesia to help stemthe flow of inmgrants fromthat country into
Mal aysia in view of a sharp increase in illegal |andings recently.

Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Shei kh Fadzir said Ml aysi a was
hol di ng di scussions with I ndonesian authorities on ways to prevent their
people fromleaving the country illegally.

The I ndonesian armed forces and nmari ne were anong those in the best
position to check the problem he said.

"Stopping themin their own country is nore effective than enforcenent
in this country which invol ves high costs |ike those incurred in conducting
operations and providi ng hol ding centres," he said.

He told reporters this after a nmeeting between Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad and Bari san Nasi onal conponent | eaders at Dewan
Seri Negeri, Wsma Darul Aman here.

Abdul Kadir was commenting on newspaper reports which said that sone
30, 000 I ndonesi ans are believed to be waiting at Tanjung Pinang for a
chance to sneak into Mal aysia by sea.

The econom ¢ problens in Indonesia are believed to have driven
I ndonesi ans to head for Malaysia in search of jobs.

Abdul Kadir said the governnent was confident that |Indonesia would
cooperate to overcone this probl embecause the two countries enjoyed good
rel ations.

He said the imrgration, police and army had intensified operations
against illegal imrmgrants in the past few weeks.

Fromthese operations there had been a significant increase in the
arrest of Indonesian inmgrants, he said wi thout giving figures.
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