23 MAR 1999
Satellite
MALAYSI AN- BUI LT SATELLI TE TO BE LAUNCHED | NTO ORBI T SEPTEMBER

KUALA LUMPUR, March 23 (Bernama) -- The first ever Ml aysian-built
satellite, "TiungSAT-1", will be launched into orbit this Septenber, taking
Mal aysi a another step forward into the aerospace industry.

The | aunching of the RM8 million microsatellite into the 1,000
kil oneter orbit is scheduled to be nade fromthe Russian Space Agency (RSA)
| aunch pad in Bai konour in Kazakhstan.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng D ng said
the 50 kilogranmme satellite was devel oped, built and conpl eted by ei ght
Mal aysi an engi neers in Surrey Space Centre, Britain.

"For the launch it would ride piggy-back with a rocket METEOR-3M i n
Septenber," he said at the signing of an agreenent on Sci ence and
Technol ogy cooperation between Astronautic Technol ogy (M Sdn Bhd,

Ti ungSAT-1 owner, and the RSA here today.

The Mal aysi an microsatellite project was |aunched by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad in 1995 and its devel opnent began in 1996.
By October 1997 the satellite was successfully conpl et ed.

Law sai d al t hough Mal aysia paid for the technol ogy and the construction
of TiungSAT-1 was done overseas it had neverthel ess enabl ed Mal aysi a for
the first tinme ever to gain trenendous experience and confidence in the
field.

He said the TiungSAT-1 had been ready for |aunching two years back but
negotiations for a confirmed piggy-back ride had not been fruitful until
the signing of the agreement with the RSA

"After all the experiences it is now obvious that [aunching a satellite
is a bigger challenge than building one," he said, hoping the schedul ed
| aunch in Septenber would be a success and usher a perfect entry of
Mal aysia's i nvol venent in the space industry.

He was pl eased that Astronautic Technol ogy had carried out its
corporate duty with utnost conmitnent not only in the successful conpletion
of the TiungSAT-1 but al so nunerous other joint programes, activities and
i nternational cooperation to firmy establish itself as a leader in
satellite technology in the region.

On the cooperation with the RSA, he said, Ml aysia always acknow edged
Russia as a | eading country in space technol ogy and the cooperati on woul d
provide a perfect platformfor a strategic partnership in space technol ogy
between the two countries.

Law sai d the TiungSAT-1 applications included neteorol ogy, disaster
mtigati on and managenent, pollution nonitoring, renote surveillance,
private e-mail communi cati on and educati on and research.

Astronauti c Technol ogy Chairman, Lt. Jen (R) Datuk Seri Abdul GChan
Azi z said the conpany viewed the satellite as an educati onal programre
t owar ds devel opi ng the capability to design, build, launch and operate
Mal aysia's own satellites to neet the country's needs.

"Ti ungSAT-1 has taught us nmany things, among which -- for a smal
country like Ml aysia, getting into designing and building activities
wi t hout being assured of a |aunch berth is not the way to go," he said,
adding that a satellite programme involved a | ot nore than nere designi ng
and bui I di ng.

He said the difficulties faced had nade Mal aysia now wi ser in various
aspects and areas such as space insurance, transportation, integration of
the satellite to the rocket and other minute details.



Earth stations for the Ti ungSAT-1 had been conpl eted and ready for use,
he said, adding that one was in Bangi and another one at the Nationa
Pl anet ari um here.

Abdul Ghani said all monitoring and control of the satellite which
woul d have a lifespan of three to 15 years woul d be handl ed from Ml aysi a
and by Mal aysi ans.

Asked whet her the conpany's next project would be a mnisatellite or a
m disatellite, he said it would depend on the successful |aunch of
Ti ungSAT-1 and al so on the needs of the governnment and the narket.

Asked about the difference between Ti ungSAT-1 and MEASAT-1, another
Mal aysi an-owned satellite already in orbit, he said, MEASAT wei ghing 1, 400
kil ogramre and in orbit at 36,000 kil onmetres was nuch bi gger than
Ti ungSAT- 1.

"TiungSAT-1 will be orbitting the Earth and will be over Ml aysia four
times daily but MEASAT is geo-static and stationery above Mal aysia all the
tinme," he said.

Russi an Ambassador in Mal aysia Al exey Zhukov in his speech expressed
t he confidence that Ml aysia and Russia, in collaboration, would be able to
go a long way in the space industry.

"Wth Russian technol ogy and Mal aysian dynamism | think we will go
into space and stay there for along tine... we can really produce
wonder ful results,"” he said.

At the signing cerenony Abdul Ghani represented his conmpany while RSA
by its Deputy Director Leonid Makridenko. Both the mnister and the
anbassador witnessed the signing cerenony.

Later Law al so presented a RM2, 000 nock cheque to Zahari Ahmad, the
wi nner of the TiungSAT-1 | ogo contest.
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