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Mahat hi r - Russi a
MALAYSI A WANTS TO MARKET RUSSI AN HEL| COPTERS

By: Azman U ang

ULAN UDE (Russia), Aug 22 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia wants to market
Russi an-made M -171 helicopters in Southeast Asia as it believes there is a
big market for such utility helicopters in the region, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d here Sunday.

"There has not been proper marketing of the helicopters in Southeast
Asia and we believe we could be of help in marketing themin the region,”
he told a news conference at the governnent QGuest House before | eaving
after a three-day visit to the Buryatia Republic.

He said Malaysia itself was studying the possibility of using such
hel i copters but they had to be nodified to suit |ocal conditions.

Dr Mahathir yesterday toured the 60-year-old U an Ude Aviation Pl ant
here whi ch builds such helicopters, while officials of Aerospace Industries
Mal aysia Sdn Bhd (AIM are continuing talks with conpany officials on
cooperation to nodify the aircraft.

Mal aysi a | ast year acquired two Russian M-17 helicopters, a different
version to the M-171, for use in fire-fighting and rai n-naki ng.

"The mlitary wants to use the M-171 helicopters for search and rescue
but for this, it needs consi derable nodification," he said.

Asked if Mal aysia al so plans to acquire Sukhoi fighter aircraft, the
prime minister, who also visited two plants that build such aircraft here
and i n Konmsonol sk-na- Anur, said Sukhoi fighters would be a conpetitor to
ot her such aircraft if the country decided to acquire themin future.

To a question froma Russian reporter on whet her Ml aysia was facing
any threat fromany quarter and on the state of cooperati on anong Sout heast
Asi an countries, he said Ml aysia was not facing any threat but |ike al
countries, would like to periodically renew such weapons systemand in the
process, look for the best and the nost cost-effective.

"We are not afraid of anything and as far as cooperati on anong Asean
(Associ ati on of Sout heast Asian Nations) countries (is concerned), we are
cooperating in achieving econom c recovery," he said.

Dr Mahathir described his visit to this autononous Russian republic, as
well as his earlier visit to Khabarovsk in the Russian far east |ast week,
as "very successful” in paving the way for enhanced cooperati on between
Mal aysi an and t hese two regions.

But the prinme mnister said that before trade between Ml aysia and
| and-1 ocked Buryatia could i ncrease, both sides had to overcone the
difficulties in transportation of goods.

"In the first place, we don't have any direct flights between Ml aysia
and Buryatia and if we are to buy anything fromhere we have to find the
nost efficient way of transporting to our country. Also if we have anything
to export to Buryatia, we will have to solve transport problens."

He said his visit to two Russian regions were an extension of the
al ready good contacts between Ml aysia and Russia and being a very big
country, there were obviously trenmendous potentials all over this vast
territory.

Dr Mahathir said he decided to find out nore about the republic as a
part of Russia as well as to nove bilateral relations to a nore concrete
| evel

"Actually, we have al ready established very good contacts especially in
the aviation industry and | think this is going to devel op i nto sonet hi ng
very real," he said



The prime nminister, who has not made an official visit to Mbscow since
1987 was al so asked if he plans to do so in the near future.

"We are a bit busy as we have to hold a general election before the
m ddl e of next year. You are al so having your elections soon. After this |
may consi der naking a visit," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the two parts of Russia which he just visited were
unknown to the peopl e of Ml aysia and Sout heast Asia and the first thing
that had to be done was to publicise their potentials and beauty so that
peopl e woul d be interested in doing business and visiting.

He poi nted out that an exchange of tel evision progranmes woul d be
useful while Ml aysi ans needed to know nore about Russian federal and
provincial laws and its policies so as to take advantage the country could
of fer.

Mal aysi a was al so | ooking at the possibility of extracting tinber and
mnerals fromthis republic and i nmporti ng wool en cl ot h.

Fol |l owi ng the regi onal econonmic crisis, nmuch of Ml aysi an-Russi an trade
was done on contra-tradi ng basis, which neans that each country pays for
goods with goods and only pays with hard currency for the difference.

A Russi an reporter asked if Ml aysia would pay in hard currency for
Russi an goods in future.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had | argely overcone its econonic problens
and was back on the growth path and had reserves of foreign exchange worth
US$32 billion.

' W& can pay in hard currency if necessary," he said.

The prime minister held the press conference shortly after arriving
froman ei ght-hour sight-seeing tour of Lake Bai kal, the world's deepest
| ake, an hour's ride fromhere by helicopter.

He and ot her nmenbers of the Mal aysi an del egati on were taken to a jetty
where they had a panoramic view of the | ake which is so massive that it
resenbl es an ocean by itself.

Water fromthe clear-water |ake is so contanination-free that Dr
Mahat hir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali drank a gl ass of water
each taken directly fromthe | ake.

This was foll owed by a two-hour boat cruise on the | ake.

Presi dent Potapov | ater sent off Dr Mahathir, who I eft aboard an
executive jet for Kuala Lunmpur. He is due to arrive hone Monday norni ng.
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