17/ 02/ 1999

Mal aysi a's expertise in the palmoil industry sought

SQUTH Aneri can Group of 15 nenbers are seeki ng Mal aysi ans' expertiseto
pronote the growt h and devel opnent of the palmoil industry in their
respective countries.

Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k yesterday said
thi s was conveyed by the Latin American G15 | eaders to Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad when they net at Davos, Switzerl and,
recently.

Dr Lim who is also Gerakan president, said during their discussions
with Dr Mahathir, the Latin American | eaders expressed a positive viewon
our efforts over the years pronoting pal moil, to reach a recogni sed and
conpetitive stage in the international market.

"They have al so expressed hopes to study and, if possible, inplement our
formula in creating enpl oynent and revenue for snall hol ders. "

Dr Limsaid they were al so keen to study the plantation industry for
enpl oyment generation, irrespective whether it was in the formof
pl antati on conpani es or as rural |and reformschenes by the snall hol ders.

He was speaking to the nedia after hosting Gerakan's Chi nese New Year
open house at the party headquarters in Menara PGRM Cheras. Dr Li mhad
hosted Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and nmenbers of the Cabinet.

"They (the Latin Anerican | eaders) said that the i ndustry had been very
successful in Ml aysia and woul d emulate it, using oil palmto sol ve rural
poverty problens," Dr Limsaid.

"Qur fornula was devel oped after Merdeka in the early 1960s and it
hel ped stabilise the country's export-oriented econonmy based on one
comodity - palmoil.

"W al so were able to ensure earnings for the rural folk with pal moil
cultivation through the vari ous schenes, thus ensuring political
stability."

Dr Limsaid he had visited Venezuela in 1992 but there was no fornal
request then fromthe governnent.

"Now t hat the Venezuel an Presi dent Dr Rafael Cal dera has spoken to our
Prime Mnister, we will send a teamsoon to assess the | and there and
identify suitable tracts for oil palmcultivation,” Dr Limsaid.

The teamw || al so conpile a report on the potential of palmoil
cultivation in Venezuel a.

As for Colonbia, Dr Limsaid the necessary prelimnary reports had been
concl uded.

He sai d that Col onbian Foreign Mnister Dr Maria Emma Mejia Vel ez who
vi sited Mal aysi a t w weeks ago had request ed Mal aysi a' s assi stance in oil
pal mcul tivation.

On other potential palmoil cultivation projects besides Venezuel a and
Col onbia, Dr Limsaid there was al so potential in northern Brazil,
Ecuador, Honduras, Cuatarnel a, Surinamand CGuyana.

Asked why there seened to be a lack of interest in South Arerica, Dr
Lim while agreeing, expressed his disappointnment with the | arge
pl ant ati on houses.

"Unfortunately, sonme of the nmajor plantation houses do not focus on
their core business.

"W have all the country reports identifying the potential areas and
conpani es in that region but these conmpanies just initiate discussions on



joint ventures but after three years nothing materialises.
( END)
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