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Mal aysia still behind in terms of readiness

Mal col m Rosari o
ALTHOUGH Mal aysi a i s novi ng aggressively intackling the Y2Kissue, it is
about 12 and 18 nmont hs behi nd maj or countries inthe worldinterns of its
readi ness to face the mllenniumbug, said Unisys Asia and South Pacific
Year 2000 progranme vice president, M Phil Dodd.
He said the US, Australia, Denmark, Canada, UK and Sweden are the only
countries that can claimto have taken sufficient steps to mnimse risk.
Even then, they still have a |l ot of work to do, he added.
"The fact that even these countries have to take further steps to
confine the m Il enniumbug i ssue shoul d provi de Mal aysia with an i dea of
how nmuch work it needs to do to achi eve Y2K conpl i ancy", Dodd said.
Even t hough the country has only ten nonths to prepare itself, it is not
a | ost cause, he said. Dodd believes alot can be achieved in this tine
frane if the right help is obtained.
"The first step is to convince the nation's | eaders of the seriousness
of the Y2K issue and Mal aysia is far ahead of many countries in this
aspect.
"l have spoken to the | eaders of many different nations and have found
that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and the M ni ster of
Ener gy, Communi cations and Mil ti medi a Datuk Leo Mbggi e have a better grasp
of the issue than many of the world's | eaders," Dodd added.
However, he felt that al though t he Mal aysi an Gover nnment has announced
itsintentions to ensure the Y2K conpli ance, the efforts nust be supported
"down the line".
As for corporate | eaders, he saidit is also wong for a | eader to pass
responsibility to their subordi nates, addi ng that the probl emnust be
addressed fromtop to bottom not fromthe bottom up.
This means that not only nust the corporate | eaders thensel ves get
i nvol ved in the process, they nust al so ensure that the peopl e under them
are involved as wel|.
Anot her issue that he feels is restricting work on the Y2Kissue is the
fact that people just won't adnmit they have a problem or even if they do,
they think they can deal with it tonorrow.
"l cannot renenber the nunber of tinmes | was told “everything is under
control' or "we still have time'. This attitude would only nean that
everyone suffers later," Dodd said.
On which industries are noving in the right direction, he said that in
nmost countries, the banking and finance industry is | eading the way and i s
closely foll owed by the transportationindustry, mainly the airlines.
The areas that are dangerously | aggi ng behind are the utilities
i ndustry, those involved inwater, electricity and gas supply, and sewage
managenent .
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