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MALAYSI A OFFERS SKI LLS TRAI NI NG FOR THAI MJUSLI M5

KOTA BAHARU, Aug 2 (Bernama) -- Malaysia has cone forward to offer
skills training for Thai Mislim students fromthe Narathiwat province in
Sout hern Thai | and.

The first batch of 60 students would undergo the training at the Mara
Skills Training Institutes and Mara Activity Centres in Kelantan and
Ter engganu begi nni ng next week.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
said this was the first time Ml aysia was extending the opportunity for
themto acquire technical skills which were badly needed in the
nei ghbouring country.

Ham d and Mara Activity Centre chief executive Hashi m Ahmad recei ved
the students at a function in Narathiwat today. Narathiwat Governor Phong
Payom Wasphut hi was al so present.

The programme is jointly initiated by the Islamc Devel oprment
Departnment of Mal aysia (Jakin) and Mara.

Ham d said students enrolled in Mara Skills Training Institutes would
undergo two-year training while those in Mara Activity Centres eight
nont hs.

He said Mara woul d finance their training.

He said femal e students would also be recruited for the training in
future intakes.

Dr Ham d said Mal aysia accepted Thai Muslins for the training progranme
followi ng a request from Thai Foreign Mnister Dr Surin Pitsuwan to Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in April |ast year.

The offer was also in line with the cooperati on between Ml aysia and
Thai | and under the Indonesia-Ml aysia-Thailand Gowh Triangle (IM-GI)
concept to devel op the econom es of northern Ml aysian states and Sout hern
Thai | and.
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