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Chi na- Rel ati ons
MALAYSI A- CHI NA RELATI ONS AT | TS BEST NOW

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- China-Mlaysia bilateral relations
are at its best now, said visiting Chinese Prem er Zhu Rongji today.

Chi nese Foreign M nistry spokesperson Zhu Bangzao, who briefed the
medi a on the del egati on nmeeting between the premer and Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, said that Zhu Rongji al so expressed his
view that his visit would further pronote existing relations.

"Preneir Zhu said that bilateral relations have devel oped snoothly over
the years and is at its best at the nonent. He said Mal aysi a has becone
China's close friend in South East Asia," the spokesperson said.

Zhu Bangzao said the Chinese Prem er al so expressed great appreciation
to Dr Mahathir for his inportant contribution to the China- Ml aysia
rel ati onshi p.

"Qur Prem er hoped that through this visit, the good nonentumin the
bilateral relations can be naintai ned and cooperati on can be deepened," he
sai d.

Zhu Bangzao said the two | eaders agreed on the viewthat in the past 25
years of diplomatic ties, the two countries had w tnessed conti nued
progress in nany fields.

"Dr Mahathir al so enphasi sed that Ml aysia and Chi na have nmuch in
common on nmany i ssues and aspects which enabled us to have conmpn
cooperation in various fields and on international affairs. He al so
reaffirmed that Malaysia will continue to pursue a policy of strongly
supporting One China," he said.

Zhu Bangzao said Dr Mahathir had conmended China for its new way of
pronoti ng econoni ¢ devel opment and appreciated China's role of naintaining
a strong currency anidst the Asian financial crisis.

He said the Chinese Prem er also expressed his viewthat the two
countries continue to pursue and enhance cooperation in the fields of
sci ence, education, trade and technol ogy.

"At the monent, the very close political relations served as a good
condition for the two sides to strengthen econom ¢ and trade cooperation,”
he sai d.
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