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By: ROSLI WATY RAMLY

KUALA LUMPUR: The two-year cel ebration, Malaysia' s Centennial Towards a
New MIlennium is atimely programe to not only rem nisce on the nation's
achi evenents and successes of the past 100 years but also to showcase the
progress made t odate

What is being enjoyed today is the result of the unrel enting conmm tnent
of the government and peopl e towards nation-building. This was not an easy
t ask.

The country's achi evenments should be the pride of every Mal aysi an. From
being a country that depended nainly on the agriculture sector, Malaysia is
on the road to industrialisation and devel oped st at us.

The progress nmade thus far proves that the nation has been well
adm ni stered by the four Prine M nisters who have been at the hel mof the
nation with each of themgiving sufficient priority to the teachings of
I slam | anguage, standard of |iving, housing, infrastructure facilities,
devel opnent etc.

A century has passed. Various inportant events, which took place from
the tine of |Independence on Aug 31, 1957 up to now, have hel ped the nation
mat ure and endure political, social and econonic chall enges.

| ndonesi a' s decl aration of confrontation agai nst Ml aysia on Jan 20,
1963 and Si ngapore's separation from Mal aysia on Aug 9, 1965 were anong the
obstacl es Mal aysia faced after the formati on of Mal aysia on Sept 16, 1963.

The British colonialists besides encouraging a plural society through a
"divide and rule" policy, also brought in workers from China and India for
their own economic interests in the tin, conmercial and plantation sectors.

As a result, the popul ation and econony expanded while the various
races were identified according to certain econonic activities.

To narrow the econoni ¢ gap between the various races and the rural and
urban conmunities, five-year devel opnent plans were introduced. Strategy
weaknesses energed as a result of the continued existence of the col oni al
system

These weaknesses were anong the causes for the outbreak of the May 13
tragedy in 1969. The racial riots resulted in the governnent creating the
i nt egrated New Econom ¢ Policy (NEP) in 1970.

Launched during the Second Mal aysia Plan (1971-1975), the NEP had the
two- pronged strategy of eradicating poverty and narrow ng the
soci o- econom ¢ gap anong the races and restructure society to elimnate the
identification of races according to their economic activities.

The NEP al so proposed to allocate 30 percent of the econonic cake for
t he Bum puteras, 40 for non-bum puteras and 30 percent for foreign
i nvestors.

In the effort to create a Bum putera Commercial and | ndustri al
Community with a 30 percent ownership of the econony by the year 1990,
agenci es such as the Majlis Amanah Rakyat Mal aysia (MARA), Bank
Penbangunan, Bank Bum putera and Amanah Saham Nasi onal were set up

States and areas which were consi dered backward were devel oped t hr ough
regi onal devel opnent agenci es such as DARA, KEJORA, KESEDAR, JENGKA etc.

To accel erate the achi evenent of the NEP targets, several policies such
as the Look East Policy, Privatisation, Mlaysia |Incorporated, Heavy
I ndustries, Cean, Efficient and Trustworthy and Leadershi p by Exanple were
i mpl enent ed.

The Look East Policy for exanple was Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s



i dea which was ainmed at raising the performance of managenent and
productivity of the nation besides creating a Mal aysian community with
positive, dynam c and progressive work ethics.

To expand the heavy industries sector, the Heavy Industries Corporation
of Mal aysia Berhad (HHCOM was set up in 1980. It resulted in the creation
of heavy industries such as the national car project, cenment kilns, stee
mlls and petrocheni cal conpl exes.

The national car manufacturing project by Perusahaan O onobil Nasi ona
Sdn Bhd (PROTON), which was announced in 1982, is anong the inportant
devel opnents ai med at achi eving Vision 2020.

The project becane a reality on July 9, 1985 when the Proton Saga car
was produced, followed by the Kancil mni car and the Rusa van by
Perusahaan O onobi |l Kedua (Perodua) in March, 1994.

Success after success foll owed. Mtosikal dan Enjin Nasional Sdn Bhd
( MODENAS) produced the KRI'SS cub notorcycle on May 14, 1996 and the | atest
is the JAGUH not orcycl e.

In the sports arena, an historical event was the capture of the Thonas
Cup by the Ml aysi an Thonas Cup squad in 1992 at Stadi um Negar a.

To achi eve academ ¢ excel |l ence, the Education Mnistry in 1996
initiated efforts to nake Mal aysia's education systemworld class and to
make the country an centre of education.

The setting up of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) is a well-planned
governnent neasure to ensure Malaysia is not |eft behind by the devel oped
countri es.

The year 1997 was a testing tine for Mal aysia which was not exenpted
fromthe economc crisis that severely hit the region

Fortunately, the governnent's success in salvaging the econony w thout
resorting to assistance fromthe International Mnetary Fund (I MF) proved
that it would not allow the people to suffer |ike what happened in the
nei ghbouring countries.

The epi sode tested the government | eadership. Dr Mahathir's | eadership
proved that he is not only a nmedical doctor but also a doctor for the
nation's econony.

Governnent statistics showed that in August 1998 the national reserves
stood at RWF6.76 billion, enough to pay for 3.8 nonths of retained inports.

But, in March 1999, reserves increased to RMLO5.26 billion, sufficient
to finance inports for 6.1 nonths.

The Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) conposite i ndex which plunged to
261. 33 points in Sept, 1998, also rebounded to 870.39 points in July this
year.

More interesting is the analysis of international econom c anal ysts.
CGol dman Sachs, for instance, estimated a two percent growth, while Merri
Lynch forecast a 3.1 percent grow h.

Clearly, the governnment's economnic recovery nmeasures have earned the
country respect and is even the target of envy by outside quarters who had
pai nted a negative picture of Ml aysia earlier

In terns of individual achievenents, the slogan, "Ml aysia Bol eh" drove
two nount ai neers, M Mgendran, 33, and N. Mohandas, 35, to conquer Mount
Everest on May 23, 1997, which is Malaysia's first assault of the world's
hi ghest nount ai n.

Anot her m | estone was reached on April 18, 1998, when Nordzi ah Mohaned
Noor, 39, becane the first Asian wonan to junmp froma hei ght of 3,500
metres in the North Pole. Nordziah and 14 others in the expedition | anded
at the Ais airport, owned by the Russian arny.

The Read brothers, Justin, 19, and Gerald, 25, brought glory to the
country when they succeeded in wal king 111kmin -10 to -30 degrees Cel sius
in one of the coldest places on earth in the arctic.



And nost recently, the Mal aysi an Book of Records recogni sed | oca
mari ner Azhar Mansor, 40, as the first Malaysia to sail solo non-stop from
Tanjung Malai in Langkawi to Cape Horn, South America.

Mal aysi a boasts a long list of achievenments. The Petronas Twi n Towers
are the world' s tallest towers while the ultra-nodern Kual a Lunpur
International Airport is another synbol of pride to the country.

The achi evenments of the past century has positioned Mal aysia to becone
a nodern and devel oped nation, ready to step into the era of high
technol ogy by the year 2020.

The Mal aysia's Centennial Towards a New M || enni um programme, apart
frominstilling in the people | ove and a sense of pride for the country,
woul d al so encourage foreign and domestic tourism

To signal the start of this programme, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamed will launch it at a grand cerenmony at 8pmon Aug 30 at the
Nati onal Stadiumin Bukit Jalil

The official launch will also be sinmultaneously held at states
representing the North, East and South zones as well as Sabah and Sarawak.

The zone celebrations will be telecast "live" to the capital in cross-over
servi ces arranged by RTM

The Prime Mnister will launch the progranme together with nmenteris
besar and chief mnisters via tel econferencing services provi ded by Tel ekom
Mal aysi a.

The Prime Mnister will plant a "Tinme Chip" which will only be opened
in Aug 30, 2099.

Sone 100, 000 peopl e are expected to converge at the stadiumto
participate in the programe to cel ebrate the successes of Ml aysia as well
as to unani mously show determ nation and | oyalty to the country.

The Culture, Arts and TourismMnistry is confident of attracting 7.6
mllion tourists, bringing in a revenue of RML5.7 billion in the year 2000,
during the two-year programme from Sept 1, 1999 to Aug 31, 2001.

The events in the programre include Ml aysia Fest, The Col ours of
Mal aysi a, Shopping Carnival, Ml aysia Wrld G andprix Formula One, Le Tour
de Langkawi and The Asi a-Pacific Area Travel Association (PATA).

As the programe, which will take stock of all the inportant
achi evenents and successes of the country, it is only appropriate that
every citizen gives his or her best to nake it a roaring success. --
BERNAMA
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