16 MAR 1999
Chi nese- Umo
MALAYSI AN CH NESE TRUST UWNO, SAYS DI PLOVAT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- An understated aspect of the
Mal aysi an success story is perhaps the deep trust the country's Chinese
community has in Umo, said Malaysia's special envoy to the United Nations
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahmad.

"This is because Umo | eaders have built up such a high degree of
credibility as national |eaders, not as purely Ml ay | eaders,” he said.

Abdul I ah said this when addressing international relations students at
Boston University on "Overseas Chinese: The Mal aysi an Experi ence" on
Tuesday.

The text of the speech was nmde avail abl e here.

He said the Umo | eadership throughout its 53-year history had been
flexible, pragmatic and was willing to nodify, if absolutely necessary, the
foundi ng principles of Malaysia to suit the interest of the nation wthout
behol den to any particul ar race.

"Mal aysi a has al ways been fair towards its mnorities. W are fair and
just people. We do not spin nyths of racial equality and neritocracy as
stories as sone people do," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d as Mal aysi a noderni sed and tried to narrow the gap
bet ween the Mal ays and non- Mal ay Mal aysi ans, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and ot her Umo | eaders had | ong begun to accept that
Mal aysia's multi-racial character was a key asset to achi eve a
devel oped- nation status by 2020.

He suggested that the students nake field trips to Malaysia to see for
t hensel ves how the country had becone a nodel of racial, cultural and
religious tol erance.

"In several nations close by, a particular race doni nates. Because we
are what we are, we cannot afford nor do we want to see one race lives in
constant fear or another reduced to being second class and a bel eaguered
mnority," he said.

Abdul | ah al so said the tradition of |ong-standing peace and harnony
could be jeopardised if two antagonistic parties nanmely PAS and DAP forned
an alliance out of political and el ectoral convenience for the next genera
el ection.

"They are now tal ki ng about this cooperation. The fundamentali st
Islam sts after their victory would terrify non-Mislinms, the Chinese in
particular, and for the DAP it would have been too |late to make demands on
PAS, " Abdul | ah added.
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