06 JUL 1999
Si ngapor e- Kampung d am
MALAYSI AN MEDI A ACCUSED OF MEDDLI NG OVER KAMPUNG GLAM | SSUE

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPORE, July 6 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysian media, in particular
private television channel TV3, was slamed in the Singapore Parlianent
today and accused of neddling in the donestic affairs of Singapore and
stirring racial unease over the |Istana Kanpung d ami ssue.

Several Menbers of Parlianment said reports on the redevel opnment of the
ol d pal ace ground into a Malay Heritage Centre by the Ml aysi an nedia were
negative and di storted.

Voi cing their support for the heritage centre, the MPs pointed to
Mal aysi a' s outrage over a recent editorial by Singapore's Business Tines
that had questioned the tenure of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

Justice Mnister S. Jeyakumar, who is also Foreign Mnister, said he
shared the views of the MPs that such "irresponsi bl e and ni schi evous nedi a
reports amount to interference in our internal affairs.”

"These nedia reports had deliberately distorted and played up the facts
of a sensitive internal issue without regard to the possible damage to
raci al harnony and social stability in Singapore," he said.

He was replying to points raised during the debate that foll owed the
second readi ng of amendnents to the Sultan Hussain Odinance in the House
t oday.

"The fact that alnpst all the nmedia there were saying the sanme thing
seens to suggest a pl anned sal vo agai nst Si ngapore. Wile such a 'wayang
may be useful for a certain party to regain its lost ground, it is nost
unkind that in the same breath, it tries to underm ne that of another,"
said MP Mohanmad Mai di n.

Cited at length were articles by Malaysia's Uusan Ml aysi a and Ut usan
Mel ayu and a feature on | stana Kanpung G amaired by TV3 | ast week.

"The problemarising fromthe resettl ement of |stana Kanpung d ani s
residents is an internal affair of Singapore. By such false and distorted
articles on sensitive matters, these articles on our internal affairs are
trying to sow the seed of discord and stir up ill feelings between races in
a nulti-racial Singapore,” said Yatiman Yusof, MP and Senior Parlianentary
Secretary for the Mnistry of Information and the Arts.

Kampung d am MP Loh Meng See said the nedia on both sides should be
considerate and not interfere in each other's domestic politics.

"The Chinese community in Singapore has been careful not to chanpion
and speak out agai nst the Mal aysian authorities on Ml aysi an Chi nese i ssues
whet her on Kampung Cina or Chi nese ancestral places in Malacca, Kual a
Lunpur, |poh or Penang," he said.

MP | brahi m O hman said the Mal ays in Singapore, while proud of their
Mal ay Sultanate history, were now nore realistic and want to nove al ong
with the mainstreamto face the new ml |l ennium

"The Singapore Malay community is aware of the gane played by the nedia
of our nei ghbour. Renenber, the Singapore Mal ays are not the pawns in the
ganme of chess of the said country," said another MP, Harun Ghani, the
political secretary to the Home Affairs M nister

Jeyakumar said Mal aysian nedia reports, including the TV3 progranmre,
had wongly reported that the ol d pal ace buil ding woul d be denoli shed and
that the government had "seized the | and and evicted the 300 residents.”

"Furt hernore nost of these nmedia reports had conveniently ignored or
onmtted the fact that the project was to establish the Malay Heritage



Centre which woul d benefit not only the Malay community but al so preserve
Si ngapore's multi-cultural heritage," he said.

He al so said that many of the 79 beneficiaries were not residing in
Si ngapore and of those still here, only 14 were living in the old pal ace
site.

"So far, an overwhelm ng nmajority of 64 beneficiaries or 81 per cent
had infornmed the Land O fice that they wish to opt for |unp sum payment,"
he sai d.

The beneficiaries would receive S$350, 000 per annum over 30 years.
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