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Mal aysi a's big chance to send a nessage

Abdul | ah Ahmad

THE Umo-| ed Bari san Nasional (BN) seeks fromthe Ml aysi an peopl e a fresh
five-year nmandate on Monday to take us into the new nillenniumand give
the nation a mllennial inpetus to do even better than before.

We are already gaining in fact. The econony grew by 8.1 per cent in the
third quarter of this year, the recession is over, the prospect of |ong-
termgrowth is real and achi evabl e.

Everyone wil|l benefit: the farnmers, the business comunity,

institutional as well as individual investors, the Government,

t el econmuni cati ons, plantations, the entertai nnent segnent, civil servants
and ot hers.

| predict, all being well, within two decades of the new century, a
majority of Ml aysians and given the right push and encouragenment by the
BN Governnment which we are re-el ecting on Monday, will be working directly
or indirectly in, or for the e-comrerce, manufacturing, financial
services, Internet entertainment services, and in all kinds of service

i ndustries or hol di ng know edge- based j obs.

These sophi sticated services, conmerce and professions will give birth

to a new Bangsa Mal aysi a and define a new wel | - bal anced Mal aysi an cul ture
whi ch may spread at the speed of an el ectronic inpul se.

In his gentle political fashion, the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hi r Moharmad, has been | ecturing the nation especially the young
peopl e the history of howwe have attai ned our present position which nust
be defended and enhanced.

He wants us to continue living in peace, prosperity and in an

i ndependent sovereign nation free of fear and want.

| have no doubt the new BN Gover nnent under the | T-savvy Dr Mahathir

wi Il push innovation and creativity nore aggressively in Ml aysi an school s
and universities for thisis the only way for Mal aysi a to be abreast with
t he emer gi ng and changi ng econom ¢ and political environnent.

Mal aysi an cor porations and i nstitutions of higher | earning nust becone
adept at translating ideas into i nnovative products and services for the
cust omer s.

The new BN Governnent will, | believe, vigorously continue, unlike the
PAS Government in Kel antan, to i nvest i n wonmen who formabout 60 per cent
of Monday's voters and in the nation's workforce.

The youth shoul d and nust becone conputer literate and I nformati on Age
savvy, bilingual even trilingual. Needless to say, Englishis a nust.

Qur lives will be affected by vari ous devel opnents in the newcentury
even inits first decade. But as | ong as the Ml aysi an econony perforns
wel |, and appears to be doing alright for nost of us, the national
cohesion will remain intact.

As | ong as the BNrul es, the prospects remain bright and Mal aysi ans are
general ly very perceptive - always knowi ng what is good for them They
will not allowall manner of bad things to happen nor experinent with
untried hands.

They know where power lies; they will hand it over yet again to the

wel I -tried and experienced Dr Mahathir, who together with Tun Dai m

Zai nuddi n, have brought us once again out of recession.

The econonic crisis proved to be a good | esson in politics for Dr

Mahat hi r, Tun Dai mand Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, nore so for Dr
Mahat hi r, who has set out to |l ead us for many nore years to cone despite



endl ess concerted efforts by the Opposition and their "official nmouthpiece
- the international media" which one of themsays that "One day soon

Mal aysia may be theirs".

Despite the prediction by the international nmedia that this is Dr
Mahathir's last hurrah | expect himto be on the Ml aysian politica

| andscape for nmany nore years.

The 10t h General El ections which | hope will produce the bi ggest turnout
of voters ever is an opportunity for Mal aysians to re-endorse the

Gover nment whi ch has saved us froman econom c disaster and | oss of

i ndependence and sovereignty to the International Monetary Fund (1 M) and
t he super power which dictates it.

Send t hat power on Monday a cl ear nessage: No, thank you. W have coped
with the near disaster you inflicted on us in our own way. Qur econony is
now r ecoveri ng and t he Gover nnent and Mal aysi an conpani es and cor por ati ons
are agai n del i vering the goods, perks, bonuses and di vi dends. Besi des, we
continue toenjoy political stability, peace and prosperity unconparabl e
anywhere else in the region with the excepti on perhaps of island-city
state of Singapore.

The Mal aysi an el ectorate which is accustonmed to good services and

prom ses fulfilled can expect even hi gher rewards, better services and
performance by the Governnent after the polls.

Dr Mahathir is very aware of Mal aysi ans who are so accustoned to ever
rising affluence and quality of life. He will not disappoint them The
Governnent shall try to neet their rising expectations and it understands
the need for greater political expressions.

Monday i s the greatest opportunity for all Ml aysi ans who can vote to

use their rights to return the well-tested BN party which has rul ed us
since 1955.

Now t hat the 1997-1998 econom ¢ downturn and woes are over, and the
horrors of Anwar-caused riots and denonstrations have been | eft behind, we
must | et the new government concentrate on devel opnent and | ess

politi cking.

The Governnent, especially under Dr Mahathir, for the past 18 years has
provided us a high standard of living (attracting two nmillion foreign

wor kers to boot) and nade Mal aysi a an oasis of peace, stability and
prosperity above the rest in Asean with the possi bl e exception of

Si ngapor eans who admi ttedly have annual gross domestic product (GDP) per
head hi gher than us but we are conpensated by better quality of lifestyle,

vari ed sports and recreation, space, islands, hill stations and benevol ent
and tol erant rulers.
The econonmy will continue to performwell, which matters alot to a

majority of Malaysians, their capabilities shall be enhanced, their access
to quality education will be guaranteed and protected but thenonly if Dr
Mahat hir wi ns big on Monday.

| can't imagi ne tol erant and enli ghtened Mal aysi ans - the non-Mislins

and Mal aysi an Chinese in particular - want to see nodern Mal aysi a turned
into anintol erant nmedi eval |slanmic theocratic nation, and ri sk everything
what t hey now enj oy sans hudud

W shall remain a plural society with diversity of races, religions,

| anguages and cultures and relatively liberal and secular; nore open to
the creative entrepreneurship of the Information Age but then again, |

must stress, only if Umo and BN renai n strong.

You must renmenber that if a political situation changes, the policies

al so change - al nost al ways for the worse. Absolutely so in the Ml aysian
case. Kelantan is a stark exanpl e.
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