21 NOV 1999

MALAYSI A' S | NDEPENDENCE | N JEOPARDY W TH A WEAK GOVT- DR M

ALOR SETAR, Nov 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia needs a strong gover nnent
which will not bowto foreign powers and so uphold its i ndependence, Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

There woul d be no nore independence if the people nade the wong choice
and el ected a governnent which was unable to defend the country and j ust
accepted the directives of foreign powers, he said.

The peopl e woul d be hum |iated and oppressed if the country had no nore
i ndependence, he told soldiers at the Tok Jalai Mlitary Canp.

Dr Mahathir also said the governnment was studying clains for the
increase in 44 types of allowances for the mlitary.

The Prime Mnister also thanked military personnel and their famlies
for their sacrifices in the course of upholding the country's independence.
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