01 MAR 1999
Sabah- Donpok
MANAG NG SMOOTH POAER- SHARI NG MY Bl GGEST CHALLENGE, SAYS DOVPCK

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 1 (Bernama) -- Tan Sri Bernard Donpok sai d today
that managi ng the snoot h process of power-sharing in Sabah has been his
"bi ggest chal |l enge” since becom ng chief mnister under the rotati on system
in May | ast year.

"As chief mnister | have to ensure that power-sharing in the state
Bari san Nasional (BN) coalition is working well and I think it is working
wel | . This has been ny biggest challenge,” he told nmedia editors over lunch
here on the eve of nominations for the March 12 and 13 state el ection.

He sai d al though Umo, which had 21 seats in the just-dissolved State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbly, out nunbered other conponent parties including his own
Parti Denokrati k Sabah which had 11 seats, the party was not giving him
much probl ens.

Answering a question, Donpok said it was true that his predecessor
Dat uk Yong Teck Lee was having "sone problens"” in handling Umo but this
was because Sabah Umo had two heads at the tine, Datuk Osu Sukam who was a
federal mnister in Kuala Lunpur and then Deputy Chief M nister Datuk
Ghapur Sal |l eh who was runni ng day-to-day Umo in the state.

He di sclosed that to mininise the problem he urged Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to bring Osu hone to Sabah and this was done
only a nonth after he (Donpok) becane chief mnister, follow ng Ghapur's
surprise resignation.

He sai d anot her exanpl e that power-sharing was working well in the
state was Umo agreeing to settle for 24 seats in the allocation of
constituencies for the polls "although it had wanted nore than 24 seats".

O the 48 constituencies, Umo got 24, PDS 12, Sabah Progressive Party
five, Akar two, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah two, Liberal Denocratic Party
two and MCA one.

Donpok al so said that contrary to opposition clains, there was little
interference fromKuala Lunpur in the adm nistration of the state
governnent, except when it became necessary "when Dr Mahathir woul d act as
the referee”

"He will bl ow the whistle when necessary but otherw se Kual a Lunpur has
no reason to neddle in Sabah affairs,” he added.

Citing anot her exanple of close state-federal ties, Donmpok said the
prime mnister had actually wanted himto dissolve the State Legislative
Assenbly nuch earlier but he disagreed.

"Actually Dr Mahathir coul d have ordered nme to dissolve it but he
didn't. After listening to ny reasons, he went along with with it," said
Donpok who finally dissolved the assenbly | ast Monday to nake way for the
pol I s.

Asked about the i mmense power that goes with the office of the chief
mnister in a state |like Sabah with its vast natural resources, Donpok said
it was a good thing that such unfettered powers were curbed by an anendnent
to the state constitution quite early after the BN governnent took over a
few years ago

"Otherwise, literally the chief mnister can on his own approve
hundr eds of thousands of hectares of tinber concessions to conpani es. Now
such powers are vested not with the chief mnister but with the state
Cabi net .

"I amconfortable with this because it takes the burden of
responsibility off one man to nenbers of the entire Cabinet," he said.



At a speech later, Donmpok wel comed both the | ocal and internationa
medi a to Sabah and wi shed them "happy reporting” during the el ection.

Descri bing the com ng polls as "very interesting in which you all wll
have plenty of stories to wite", the chief mnister told themthat he was
sure that like in previous Sabah el ections, there would not be a dul
nmonment this tine.

"Despite the economc woes the country is in, it provides for a very
interesting el ection,” he said.

Hi s nmessage to voters: "This is an opportunity for you to express
support for the BN which is trying its best to devel op Sabah for the sake
of everybody so that no one would feel left out of the mainstream of
devel oprent . "

Asked how nuch nmoney the BN parties would spend to run their el ection
machi nery, he qui pped: "Because of the econonmic downturn, we will only
spend within our neans."

But he was quick to add that nothing would nove wi thout noney and for
this it would be very difficult to hold elections without a big budget.

Asked what the election nmeant for himpersonally, Donpok said: "This is
the opportunity for ne to |l ead the Sabah BN and it would be a proud nonent
inm life."
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