21 NOV 1999

MANI FESTO BN SUCCESSFUL | N | MPLEMENTI NG | SLAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- The Bari san Nasi onal (BN) governnent
has successfully inplenented Islamas the official religion of the country
to the extent that Malaysia is today recogni sed as a nodel Islamc country,
according to the BN el ection mani festo | aunched toni ght.

I sl am was extensively pronoted but the BN al so guaranteed the freedom
of non-Miuslins to practise their faith, said the 19-page manifesto | aunched
by the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, who is al so the BN
chairman, at the Putra World Trade Centre, here.

The nmanifesto said the Islam ¢ banking and i nsurance systens that had
been i npl enented were used by all races and religi ons.

I sl am c-based education up to university |evel was provided and the
pilgrinmage by Muslinms to Mecca to performthe haj was al so managed in a
proper and orderly manner, it added.
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