08/ 09/ 1999
Mani festo to pl edge continued progress, harnony

Farush Khan; Azran Aziz

JENGKA, Tues. - Continued devel opnent and racial harnmony - this will be
the Bari san Nasional's pledge inits manifesto for the comi ng general

el ection.

Making this revelation for the first tine today, BN chai rman Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i ndi cated that the mani festo reflected the coalition's
comm tnent to continue serving the people efficiently.

"We do not want the (nulti-racial) people to harbour ill-feelings
agai nst one anot her, but to acknow edge t he good t hi ngs gi ven by t he BN
Government," the Prine M nister told a Press conference at the end of his
overni ght visit to Pahang.

He sai d t he BN Gover nnment woul d continue to i npl enment policies that had
benefited the people of all races since i ndependence.

Dr Mahat hir stressed that the Governnent aspired to continue to devel op
t he country under a harnoni ous at nosphere, w t hout causi ng tensi ons anong
t he peopl e of various races and religions.

He said the BN s approach was different fromthat of certain parties
whi ch were prepared to harp on religious and raci al sentiments and hurt
the feelings of the various communities just to gain support.

He cited a case in Selangor in which a khatib (nosque official)
delivering a Friday sernmon had cl ai ned that in his opinionthere were nore
churches than nosques i n Ml acca.

Describing the claimas "an obvious lie", Dr Mahathir said it was a
clear attenpt by the khatib to strain the relationship between the Mislins
and non- Musl i ms.

"But the BNw |l continue to enphasise on harnony ... we will not resort
to activities that can cause racial strain," he said.

Asked on t he di spute between the M C and PPP, Dr Mahathir said it was
BN s internal problemand could be resol ved.
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