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Many nore who benefited fromAnwar's patronage still maintain business
interests

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The uni dentified busi nessnen nentioned by Umo

presi dent and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad yest erday were
not the only ones who had benefited fromDatuk Seri Anwar |brahims
pat r onage.

There are many nore who continue to maintain their business interests
even after Anwar had | ost his job as Deputy Prine Mnister and his
position as deputy Umo president.

They are invol ved i n vari ous busi nesses ranging fromnedi a, property and
manuf acturing to fast food, banking and finance.

On Saturday, Dr Mahathir had said that a crony of a national | eader had
amassed weal th of nore than RM230 million.

Dr Mahat hir said he knew that nmany of Anwar's cronies had plenty of
nmoney as they had to declare their assets to the Prinme Mnister.

The al | egati ons of such patronage were al so highlighted at | ast year's
Umo general assenbly.

At that tinme, the then Umo Youth head Dat uk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di al | eged
that Umo's political powers woul d be eroded and its struggle for the
Mal ays woul d cone to an end if negative elenents |ike nepotismand
cronyismwere allowed to prevail.

This pronpted Dr Mahathir to nmake public lists of names of people who
benefited fromthe Governnent's privatisation programre, includi ng Zahi d
hi nsel f.

He said the lists of beneficiaries of privatised projects and share
al l ocations were rel eased not only to showthe extent of their
distribution but al so to stop sinister suspicions concerning them

It has al so been reported that some of Anwar's croni es had assets worth
mllions and i nterest i n hundreds of conpanies, some |isted on the Kual a
Lumpur Stock Exchange.

In Decenber, it was reported in the media that two former ai des and
several senior politicians alliedto Anwar had nore t han 300 conpani es,
sonme listed on the | ocal bourse, to their credit.

A Regi strar of Conpanies |isting obtai ned by the nedi a showed t hat one
of Anwar's cronies had interests in 112 conpani es, including sonme |isted
on the KLSE.

Sorme of the conpani es were property-based, as well as those involved in
aut omobi |l e, finance, airlines and educati on.

The crony was al so |isted as a sharehol der of 48 conpanies with
shar ehol di ngs rangi ng froma nom nal one share to nore than fivemllion
units.

Anot her aide, an MP, is still the director and/or sharehol der of nore
than 100 conpani es. He is chairman of a bank and still has five listed
conpanies to his credit.

Conpanies in his stable are involved in various activities including
pl antation, construction, building mterials, manufacturing,

t el ecommuni cations, forestry, property devel opnment and nanagenent.

Anot her Umo Youth | eader, who fled the country foll owi ng Anwar's
arrest, was a director and/ or sharehol der of nore than 40 conpani es. The
conpani es were i nvol ved i n financial services, construction,

t el econmuni cations and retailing.
Anot her of Anwar's cronies, a State Assenbl yman, was listed as a



di rector of 80 conpanies, including several KLSE-listed conmpani es. He was
al so executive chairman of a fast food restaurant. Hi s other corporate
entities include conpanies withinterests inthe property sector, rubber
products, industrial, fast food, construction and steel.

Anot her Anwar ally was identified as director of 53 conpani es i ncl udi ng
several listed entities. Anbng t he conpani es associated with the
i ndi vi dual were conpanies withinterests, anong others, in the autonobile
i ndustry, securities, travel and tours and industrial sector. The crony is
al so a State Assenbl yman i n Penang.

He was al so chai rman of several conpanies, including a consortium which
was one of the four appointed by the Government to nmanage solid waste
di sposal .

One crony is a Senator who was director of 43 conpani es and had
shar ehol di ngs i n 10. These conpani es had i nterest i n sewerage treatnent
and the property sector.
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