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KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 4 (Bernamm) -- The Second Nati onal Econom c
Consul tative Council (Mapen I1) launched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad today will eval uate the achi evenrents of the Nationa
Devel opnent Policy (NDP) and forward reconmendati ons towards formul ating a
new devel oprment policy which will guide the country's devel opnent after the
year 2000.

According to the Mapen Il Secretariat at the Econom c Planning Unit of
the Prinme Mnister's Departnent, the council is an official forumwhich
will allowrepresentatives fromdifferent backgrounds and interests to air
their views on the achi evenents of the NDP and endorse the country's New
Devel opnent Policy after 2000.

The government has prepared terns of reference to Mapen Il for it
operate and achieve its objectives such as deternining factors whi ch had
contri buted or inpeded the perfomance of the NDP

Among the areas of focus in evaluating the performance of NDP will be
t he achi evenents of the poverty eradicati on progranme, restructuring of
human resources, restructuring of shareholding in the corporate sector, the
creation of a bunmiputera commercial and industrial conmunity and the
distribution of income anong the various ethnic groups, rural areas and
various states.

They include factors which had hel ped or inpeded the full attai nment of
the NDP objectives and targets as well as the role played by the country's
econom ¢ grow h and the creation of business and job opportunities
resulting fromit.

In formul ati ng proposals for the new policy after the year 2000, Mapen
Il will also need to forward recommendati ons on new approaches capabl e of
replacing the NDP as well as look at strategies and targets on incone
distribution, restructuring of human resources , sharehol di ng and taki ng
i nto consi deration macroecononm ¢ factors, the nmain econom c sectors and
foreign investnents.

The reconmendati ons on the new policies after the year 2000 shoul d al so
take into account the bum putera commercial and industrial community
programre and strategies to create a bigger bum putera mddle class and
efforts to narrow the i ncone disparity between the high inconme earners and
| ower inconme earners.

Mapen Il has 155 nenbers drawn frompolitical parties, chanbers of
comer ce, professional bodies, industry and busi ness associ ati ons,
non- gover nent al organi sations, mnority groups, youths, wonen and sel ected
i ndi vi dual s.

The council has to conplete its task by August next year. -- BERNAMA
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